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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Purpose of the Study: 

In the last few decades, most la\v enforcement agencies 

have witnessed a steady increase in the general crime rate� 

Incl:uded in this increase., but a small ·fraction of the total 

offences� are crimes of violence against the person. In ·the face 

of this.increase and not necessarily beca,use of it, a·new area of 
criminal study is evolving called victimology� although research 

t'lork in this field is embryonic and experimental .. 

Until rec�ntly there has been a complete preoccupa·tion 

tvith the welfare of the criminal., The state provides lawyers fqr 

his legal needs and rights, doctors and medication during confinement, 

teachers for vocational training and advisors during .probation. 

At the same t ime the grievously assaulted victim requiring 

expensive medical attention and suffering the loss of employment 

during his recovery .period is overlooked. In some countries this 
� 

imbalance between the state-victim and the stat� -criminal has been 

adjusted by legislation providing financial compensation to victims 

of crime� The purpose of this study is t.o examine the need for 

su·ch legislation in Alberta. 
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2 . .  The Problems of the Study� 

Ther� are many problems in conducting a �ocial study of 

this natur-e.. Without any sim i la r  study avai_lable as a model i it 
. ... 

was necessary to undertake it on an experimental ·b�sis. The· first 

problem was to define precisely 'injury' and 'crime. of violence' . 

The sheer bulk of cr imes of violence presented the next problem -

how to find a·significant population for study that would provide 

accurate overall conclusions� For a g ene ra l background_ �nnual 

municipal Police Reports and Crime Statistics published by the 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics were the first step.. Hov1ever, in 

such reports, there is no general classification df crimes of violence. 

and the definition of cr i mes of violence had t·o be adapted according 

to their classification of offences. As a new and more complete 

method of reporting police statistics known as the Uniform Crime 

Reporting System conunenced on January 1 ,  196i, 1962 had to he the 

earliest year for our study. Beca use of the vague nature of 
statistics the danger of false conclusions is always present and 

at the most, statistics can only serve to indicate trends .. For more 

specific information� extensive use was made of police files. 

By their nature thes-:! ure orientated to the eriminal and his 

offence, and frequently injuries have not been medically diagnosed 

at the dat0 of the police reports. Little or �o attention is 

directed to following up the fate of- the victim and, in particul2r. 

the long range conse�uence of a serious injury or disability-. 

As a .r e s u J t , often the information .sought was just not a·Jailab'i(i 

and has b8en classified for the purposes of this study as ·unkno��· . 

Un fortunately, in m:tr:.;· cases, this is a s igni fican t p-2rcen t.&-:.i�. 

'l1hen tr1�re are the rn.�ny crime�:; that arc never report.�,d, esp·:c1a!"!.�·· 

dc:1iestic c:isput·...!.::> •,...·h.;r·:� ph�·s] cal injur.!_cs ,,;r-·:- frt:qut::<:t. Art . .:::·= 

se lc'c tins �t pop�ll-1ti ,:1 fl;r .. 1 f·:d lD'.-.'-l:E.= st.:r�Iey, 1 t aE:p,0::-tred ::::,:.t. 

many of t.he •ficlii:1S \·:·..:re in et :u·.·: social positiort, :t:t.:: r.-.·c·r·::: :rar.-;. ::•nt:=" 

and unab lt.." to be con Ldctcd. Again the perc�ntagc ·is .fairly s i. g n i { i c a. n i 
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No�1 the use of microfilm for old c:lnd current police fil�s will 

present a furth�r-problem for future resear�h� since files ate 
being record�d for refere�ce not by classification of offence. but 

by da to of occurrenct":! .. 

3. · Methodology 

'l"his study was underta1-:.en wi-th three spec i fie objectives:· 
1. To determine the number of

_ 
·crirn�s of violence against 

the person in Alber ta . The. Crime Statistics and Police Reports 

were used to give a general picture of the s tat i s ti ca l trends in 

E�onton, Calgary, Lethbridge and in Alberta as a whole. 

2. To determine the extent of injury to victims of 

crimes of violence. The research \v as based upon a file by file 

perusal.of approximat�ly 3,500 cr imes of v i o l ence recorded by the 

police in Edmonton , Calgary, Lethbridge and the R .. C .. r1..P . .. K .. 

fiivision. Police classification w as followed closely. From these 

files an effort was made to learn at least the degree of injury. 

whether nil, minor, fairly serious , serious, or unknOVJn. 

The specific period sele c te d  was. the year 1 967, because of the 

availability of the more recent files und the facility of following 

them up. For the other ye ars , the memory and experienLe of the 

police personnel was heav ily relied upon to recall outstanding 

examples of b rutal violence. 

3. TO determine the financial lpss and consequence to 

the victims of crime. Persons with injuries classified as 'serious' 

were chosen for a follO\tl-up survey in Edmonton, Calg ary and 
Lethhridge. One hundred and sixty-two questionnaires were mailed 

out to determine the.ir '.out-o
'
f-pocket

.
' losses; in addition file 
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atudies and personal interviews were conducted on a small number of 

victims in Edmonton where the in j ury had resulted in a disability · 

and many months of medical treatment .. 

tl 
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CHAPTER II 

CRIMES OF VIOLENCE IN ALBERTA 

1. The Vi olence Spectrum 

There. are many shades of violence in human relations .. 

For the purpose of this study, a crime of violence is defined as 

any act contrary to the Criminal Code which unlawfully causes or 

�tt�mpts to cause bodily harm to another... The- classification of 

offences adopted consists of eight general categories used in the 

Uniform crime Reporting System: murder, attempted murder. 

mansla�1ghter, rape, other sexual offences, wounding# assaults and 

robbery.. At one extreme are the offences of_ murder; including 

·brutal sexual assaults on children resulting in death; ·in the 

' middle is a vast range of offences of wounding which vary in 

degree from fractures to abrasion�; and at the end of the scale 

are assaults where no personal injury resultsc 

'While it was necessary to follow this .classification, it .is 

not entirely satisfactory because it includes some occasions 

where no physical in j ury or personal contact resulted. 

For examp1e, by s. 230(b) of the Criminal Code41 a person commits 

an assault when 

(a) he applies force intentionally to the person • .  c .  or, 

(b) he attempts or threatens by an act or gest�re t.o 
apply force ..... 

That is to say, a mere threat or gesture o f  violence constitutes 

an assault. Similarly there are attempted murder offences vJhere 

no bodily harm occurs. These o ccas ions are the exception rather 

than the rule, but the question does arise whether it is desirable 

to include in a definition of crimes of violence attempts to 

cause bodily harm: our definition was broadened to inc l ude tl1em. 
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There are also a few infrequent offences th.at could not be included 

because.they-are reported collectively with other non-violent 

offences and classified as "other criminal coden offences .. 

Among these are kidnapping, arson, and criminal negligence . 

Howeve.r, the great mass of· crimes again9t the· person are not mere 

threats or gestures of violence, and are significant enough to 

be reported individually. 
· 

This·study only presents a picture. of crimes of violence 

actually reported to the police .. It is not possible to-estimate 

how many acts of violence occur daily_that are never reported for 

one reason or anotherc The police f iles record all complaints 

registered in person at the stat�on, phoned in anonymously by a 

third par-t:-Y� or made to the investigating officers at the SC8:ne. 

Such complaints may or may not result in.charges being· laid 

against the offenders.. Sometimes,_ after making the complaintt the 

subject refuses to .J-ay a charge, but i.s· satisfied with the action 

of the police .. Frequently, it is impossible to lay any charge 

because there is insufficient evidence to prosecute , or the offender 

is never found.. Occasions arise where the relation between the 

parties prevents one from complaining to the police, as between 

married couples or persons engaged in a felonious act •. 

Similarly, some complaints are made because one party seeks to 

use police intervention in a neighbourhood or domestic quarrel 

as a rneans of revenge.. Therefore, a. 'crime of violence' reported 

to the police could be anything from a mere complaint of violence · 

to an actual conviction for a crime. 

During the study, it became necessary to exclude the 

whole gamut of traffic offences., Because of the number and nature 

of injuries resulting from traffic accidents& traffic offences as . 

_ .. .. 
e:.:.: 



crimes of violence against the person would require extensive 

·research in themselves·� In Ca lgary in 1967 such accidents resulted 

in 1,242 reported injuries and 20 deaths� while in Edmonton alone 

there were 2,058 persons injured and 26 ki lled . This is nearly as 

·large as the spectrum of criminal·offences unqe:r- present· 

investigation. 

It is an· import
.
ant policy considerat.ion whether the state 

would. want to compensate victims of. traffic crimes.. It· is customary 

for most drivers to obtain personal and p�operty insurance coverage. 

and for claims ·to be settled by. civil court actions.. Two weighty 

arguments ·for including such injuries in a compensation scheme 

lose their v-alidity under 'the unsatisfied judgment fund' arrange

ment. This fund operates as an insurer of uninsured drivers. 

At one time6 whe.n a driver lacked money to pay a judgment against. 

him, the victim had no further recourse;· now, such a victim on 

application to th� fund can receive up to $35,000 damageso 

In addition! the victim of a hit and run driver too. can apply to 

the fund for damages.. As a result, there would appe.ar to be 

adequate coverage of victims of automobile accidents • .  While the 

automobile insurance scheme in Saskatchewan is even broader than 

in Alberta6 based on compensation regardless of fault, their schedule 

of offences in the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act {1967) 
includes criminal negligence in the operation of vehicles. dangerous 

drivingt drunken driving, and impaired driv�ng." Most compensation 

schemese .howeverl specifically exclude traffic injuries -

New ·Zealand� Great Britain , New York and Massachusetts - unless 

the injury has been intentio1_1ally inflicted through the _use of a 

vehicle. 

... ...... 
-c: 
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Crimes of violence are a small fraction of the total 

number of criminal offences .. · vlith. a rise in the-crime.rat.e" 
. � 

th� incre3se in crimes of violence ag�in�t the perion is 

som�\.;hat higher, but still fairly proportionate to the 

general framework. In the five-year period from 1952-19·:16,. crir;,es 

- of violence have increased by 2.6% of the total nlu'lber of criminal 

offences. As a result, in 1966, crimes ag�inst the person 

constituted about 10% of all offences, while crimes against. 

property were the. bulk with 90%. In five years e the actual 

number of criminal offences rose 28%, compared to a 72% increase 
·. 

in the number of crimes of violence. This rise rr.ust be related 

to the· population increase of 6 .8� as we.�l.: in 1962 cri:nes of 

violence numbered 303 per 100,000 persons and. in 1966, 488 per 

100,000 persons. 

Table I 

The Changes in Crime Rate and Population in.Alberta From .1�62-66 

1962 1966 Increase 
Subject 

Criminal Offences 52,843 

Crimes of Violence 4,144 

Population of �lberta 1,369,000 
. 

67,659 

7 ,"141 
-

1 146 3 1 20 3 

N-:> .. 
141816 

3,027 

93,603 

1 
28.0o/ 

72 •. 0'% 

6 •. 8X 

Although it is difficult to judge accurately in a five-year pe:r-iod, 

there is an indication from thes e criminal statistics
. that the 

general intreasc in crime has been accompanied by a signific�nt 

increase in crimes of a violent nature, but while tht.:re has b��en 

a larger increase in the crimes of viol�·nce, it still remains a 

small fraction of the overall criminal pic�ure. 

� 



- 9 -

The annual increase in crimes of violence against the · 

person is approximately 15% per year.. There is no one type of violent 

crimes to which ·this rise can be a-tt.ribut:'ed. In most cases the 

proportion of each offence to· the yearly total has remained 

constant, but the actual number has multiplied.. For example, 
.. 

in the five -year period since 196 i, the number a·f wo�nding 

offences has incre�se� by 42 - an increase of 79%, but it still 
remains approximately ·1% qf each.year's total cr imes of violence. 

Similarly, rape offences fluctuated from le2% to le�lc and robbery 

with violence between 5% to 6% per. year. The one possible 

exception to this trend is assaults which in the same period have 
accelerated 4.2% from 79 .. 8% to 84% per year. 

· Table 2 

Number and Proportion of Crimes of Violence Reported 

By the Pol ice in Alberta During the Years 1962 to 1966* 

1962 1966 

�FFENCES No. % 
1963 

No. % 
1964 

No. % 
1965 

No-.. - % No • -% 
�er 16 .4 25 .5 18 . 4 16 .3 21 ... 3 

!mpter Hurder 6 .1 8 . 2  

:laughter 3 .1 2 .1 

� 63 1. �- 62 1.2 

�r Sexual 
:fences 444 10.7 448 8.9 

1ding 53 1.3 52 1 . , 

:t-ul ts 3,306 79.8 4,158 82.7 

)ery \•li th 
i.olence 253 6.1 273 5.4 

- .14:14�- -·- -- -- - �___c__. -

ft 0 T A L 100.0 5,028 100.0 

6 

7 

83 

411 

48 

4,302 

295 

5 , 1 70 
. �-

.. 1 

.. 1 

1.6 

8. 

. 9 

83 .. 2 

-
5 .. 7 

- -

100.0 

12 

4 

� 101 

465 

54 

4, 561 

376 
- -

5,589 

.2 9 .1 

. 1 3 . o j 

1.8 89 1�2 
-

8.3 5q6 8 .. 

1. 95 1 .. 3 

81.6 5,997 84 .. 

6.7 361 5 .Qi 
:::.l:::::=. r-----:.. 

100 . 0 7,141 100 . 0 
� figures in this table are taken from DBS and represent the total number of 
ncs o f violence reported by the municipal police and the HCt•1P in Alberta per 
r. �1c 1967 figures were not available at the time of this study. 
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In the larger cities of Alberta; this same trend is present. 

In Edmonton, the average annual increase in the total n�er has 

been 13%. The only crime that s.hows a substantial increase is 

assault which rose from 79.5% of the total to ·· 84% . This can be 
. .. 

primarily attributed to the increase in.common assaults from 6L% to . 

68 -�% per year o Calgary reflects a similar development \.vhere 

average increases have been 16% per year.. While assaults in 

general have risen by 4.,1%t the rate of corrunon assaults has 

declined 2.9% and assaults occasioning bodily harm have shown a 

marked increase of · 7., 2%. This last· categ ory is more important. for 

our purposes than any increases in conunoh assaults because of its 

more violent natures The City of Lethbridge reveals an 8% annual 

increase in crimes of violencel but because o£ the small numbers 

per offence, it is difficult to detect any accurate trend� other 

than the fact that the majority are assault offences·. 

In 1966e 488 per 100,000 persons were vict ims of crime 

in Alberta. While Edmonton and Calgary contain 49% of the population�¥ 

in that year they accounted for 66% of all crimes of violence. 

Crimes of violence seem to be reported less frequently in rural 

areas. Comparing the rate per 100,000 persons in Edmonton and 

Calgary in 1966, Calgary was not far above the provinc ial mean with 

512, but Edmonton was 78 8.. That is to say6 42% of all crimes of 

violence occurred in Edmonton. It is difficult
�

to expl ain this 

discrepancy, as the two cities are parallel in size and police force. 
Not all crimes of violence occur with the same degree of 

frequency ·. 82% are personal assaults of one kind or another. 

Assau lts are composed of 3 major offences - assaults occasioning 

bodily harm, assaulting a police officer and common assaults. 

Common assault is the largest category not only of assaults in 

particular� but all crimes of violence in general, and in Edmonton in 

1967 comprised two-thirds of all offences recorded as crimes against 
.._;; 

the· person. Fortunately, these are usually the most slight in degree 
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of injury., and while they can vary from a threat to a grievous wound,· 
.generally a common assault cons ists of a mere sla� or personal 

insult. Assaults occasioning b�dily J:larm occ�r mor� frequently 

than ·most other crimes of violence - approxirnateiy 15%. These are 

of a m9re serious nature and one of the important categori�� in 

our study.. Assaults again
.
st a police. officer are· generally minor 

in nature and fluctuate between 1-2%� "Other sexual offences" and 

··robbery are classified next with 7% to B% each of the total number 

of violent crimes � Wounding is one of t�e most important put smaller 

offences with 1�1.5%, and rape offences are similar in .nurnber. 

Representing less than 1 .. 5% are the major crirnes·of violence -

murder� attempted murder, and mans laughter . In the violence spectrum, 

reported offences of a serious nature can be said to comprise 

approximately 25% of a ll cr imes of vi·olence agains t the person. 

In the next· decade, one can foresee a .continued increase 

in the cr ime rate,. especial ly cri me s  of violence .. There is. no 

reason to specu l ate that this growth should be any les s than its 

.present rate of 15% per year , if not higher. Added to this � is 

the expandi ng population f actor in Albert�. The use of data 

computers, telex communica t i ons a nd scientific developments in the 

detecti on and prevention of crime offers some hope that this trend · 

can at least be held in checke 

3$ The Substance of Crimes of Violence 

The range of cr imes of v iolence varies not o!llY in the. 

number and gravity of the offences, but also in
. the qualit y  of 

vi ol ence . An impor ta nt fa ctor to cons i der then, is the circumstances 

in which offences occur. This involves a discussion of the relation 

between the victim and offender, the immediate and re al causes of the 
-:. .. 
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crime, the motivation of the o ffender , and proyocation by the victim, 

if a ny. Such
.

details are seldom avai lable from po li� e repor ts , but 

the· major v iol ence c.rimes have been ex a mined i n  an effor t to assess 

a trend i.n crimes · of violence against the person according to their 

factual substance. 

To determine the circumstances in which murder and 

mansla�ghter offences occur� a c areful study was �ade of homicides 

in Alberta during 196 4  to 1967. Becaus e o f  the seriousness of these 

offences, the police master files were very thorough and usually. 

provided sufficient information to categorize them accurately .. 

Al though there is a vast range of s ituat i ons , six main ones were 

selected. In this period � nearly 50% of a l l homicides were the climax 

of domestic di sputes of one kin.d or another! but pr'imari ly marital 

fights, st�mulated by· sudden insan ity, drinking parties , ·or the 

gradual result of frequent hus band-wife as saults . This percentage 

fncludes mas s  fami ly murders which would ac count for part o.f such 

a high number. Apart from family relations, dri nk insr arguments and · 

brawls among friends and companions resulted in 19% of the homicides. 

Violent sexual attacks , including brutal child murders , as well a s 

girl-boy friend incidents, accounted for 8%. Two other situations 

which are important for their t ype of violence are unprovoked 

attacks by unknown persons and attacks on pol ice officers resulting 

in death. Unprovoked attacks by unknown persons exclude those 

sexually mot ivated � but . include those motivated by theft or robbery, 

and tota l 4% of the homic ides . While there are only three recorded 

murders of police officers on duty in Alberta, two of these have 

occurred since 1964; and average a high 2% of the homic.ides: The 

miscellaneous category is a large 20%, but it could not be 

?3ignifica.nt ly broken ·down. It includes a variety o:t s i tuations \-lhere 

a jealous husband shoots a suspected paramour , an enraged caretaker 

beats to death an unruly tenant, a dissatisfied employee stabs his 
""' 

employer, or a r.1etis woman of questionable reputation is found beaten 

t.o death in the bush, c ause of u t  tack unkno'.vn. 
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Table 3 

The Circumstances �n Which Homicides Occurred In 

Albe rta During 1964 to 1� 67* 

:-cumstances of 
Homicide 

aestic Disputes I 
Lnking Arguments 
ic ·Brawls 

)lent· Sexual 
)ffences 

)rovoked Attack 
>y Unknown 

lice Officer 
>n Duty 

1ers 

T 0 T A L S 
--�-.� 

19 64 
No. · % 

11 55 

4 20 

2 10 

1 5 
I 

2 10 

20 100 

19 65 
No. % 

I 11 44 

5 20 

< 

9 36 

25 100 

1966 
No. % 

11 42 . 

5 19 

3 12 

1 4 

1 4 
5 19 

2 6. 100 

.. 

1967 
No. % 

19 53 

6 17 

3 8 

2 5 

1 3 

5 14 

36 100 
'------

Totals & 
Avega��� for 

No. � 

52 48.6 

20 . 18. .. 7 

8 7.5 

4 3.7 

2 1.9 

21 19.6 

107 100 .. 0 
-- '-· 

The number per year and circumstances are taken directly from the homicide 
les of the Chief Coroner in the Attorney-G8nera1's

.
Departrnent

. 
of Alberta • 

'" 
.. ,. 

. , ... ,. 
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The major offence of attempted murder shows a $imilar high 
occurrence in domestic situations� In 1967 in Alberta , over 50% 
of attempted murders occurred between family re l ations , While 15%� 
respectively, took place during drinking argume11t� and a similar 

percentage was the result of u·nprovoked attacks by unknov1n pe rs ons . 

While it is not possible to account for the circumstances of all 

crimes of v io lence in the other assault offences less serious in 

nature, it. is amazing to note the frequency of domestic disputes8 

especially when one realizes that the majority of family assaults 

are never reported
·
. The other notable situation is drinking arguments 

arid ·brawls. It is estimated that these two situations would account 

for at le ast 2/3's of the major and !Ttinor violent assaults on tne 

person. It is not neces
.
sarily true that in these circumstances· there 

is some.degree of provocation by the vict�m, or that he is equally to 

bl ame for his misfortune, for there are
. 

many domestic disputes where· 
' 

the victim is abs :::>lutely innocent� From reading these files, it is 

felt that a §e facto refu sal to compens ate victims of crime because 

of a close relationship to the offender would operate as an injustice 

and hardship on victims and their depe�dents in rnany cases. 

Under most crimes compensation schemes, not every victim of 

an act of violence against his person is eligi�le for aid either 

ex gratia or de jure.,· Hany automatically exclude a victim i.\�hose 

injuries are caused by relat ives or persons living with him at the 

time of the offence.. It is felt that these are occasions \ .. �here it is 

undesirable and against public policy to av;ard financial assistance 

because of the many po s sibi lit ie s of fraud and conspiracy. 0!1ly Ne'i.v 

Zealand and New South Wales c ons id er awards to such victims, but at 

the �ame time, they have re-gard to any bch<1vior of the 

person \vhich direct ly or indirectly contri};:_ite:.1 to his 

aggr i e\:ed 

o\ ... ·n i r:j ury 

or death.. It is a common la;,·; principle that. tno one can benE:fit 

from"·his O\•ln \vrong', but co!Tlpens�t ion need not b.:: aulomctt.ic.:-tlly 
.... 

precluded because of a social or fa;11il iar relation bct"-.·:.:=cn the �:·ictim 

and offender . Jus t as the common la\<.' principles of contribut:<H" .. y 

negligence operate to mitigate, but not �cccssarily �xclu�c dam�gcs 
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in neg�igence ca�cs, so provocation in close relationships should 

-reduce but not exclude compensation. 

't"' 
0 
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THE EXT2t·�·T 0? r:_,��C���- ':70 VICTlY�S 

·1.. �rhe Dcqree of In )urv .. 

It is a nebulous and difficult task to at.te:apt to cl3.ssify 

physi cal in j ur i es . Most doc·tors '::Jould -a.gree that what is· a se::clous 

injury to one person ;,,7ould not r.eccssa::cily be SL::.ch to c..no·c.:-�2r 1 ar.d 

that med ica l injuries escape s· 2��-erc.o�l c lassifica·t.io:::1. ?or e:;{a!r<2_:Jle .� 

while a deep 'dOU�'ld leaving a c..:.sfisuring· scar on a wale'.:; face is 

often a mark of viri l i ty , to c.. yo-c.:z.1.g ido:man such an ir!.jury would �e 

quite another matt er t requiring a ser ious psychological aCijust:r,en-c. 
or plastic surgery. Ti1e 1 egg sf''-ell s}cull' theory i..Jould also apply .. 

Some persons d isplay a:-nazing r.ecul"Jeratory abilities froru nec.:�c-£Zi.t.al 

wounds� but others from the sar;.-.e injury are per�::anently d;Lsc;.�:;leC:�- if 

they survive. In 1958, a young ma:-. •:.-�as savag e ly �eaten over the head 

with a ha��er result ing in severe crQnial injury a�d dakase �o one 

eye. 'rhe neurosurgeon who perfo:::-r;.1e:d the cranio"'co:-:-;y clai:necl had 

never seen such extensive injuries to a man's head whe::-e the: patient 

survived the operati on e In 2 l/2 months he made a remarka'b:.e recovery 

� ... nd while he did lose one eye� a:-.. Ci :.1e still suf::=ers occas.i.o::--_c: .. l heac-

aches, he works steadily and w&i�tai�s a ..... -. ----� -, , J..l.U..l..l.i.LC....L J...:_::e for :-.:_: .. -,sel:: c:n� 
"': • . ..c. 11 ..,  
n.1. s .1.. t:�m1. .1.. y c 

• -1-poJ.n '-. 

This is an ex::re::i.e exc..�-:-:p:e J b1lt. it does i:..lus-c::cc.. tz t:"le 

In spite of this proble:::.; it is nece ss ary :::o:c our :;?urposes t:o. 
.. , . - " have some i dea of the extent o:: :..;.--:.J·c.ry sL:::fered by VlC�lillS oz crl�e� 

As a result, the :raost 
' 6 ., � - • -; ., 
i:.l�e-cons����s p�ase o� ���s study cc:l-: terec 

around a file-by-file readi:;.g o:: �")o2.ice recorc-:s c:= crll:'.es 

�ne person duri�s 1967 
. .... . � ., 
-�:.rl.e Vl Ct:.ll:.S • us·c_ally 1 

�j.J. o:.:clc:: -�o G=-scc:::: tne e;-:·c.o:1t: o:: -··J 

.. ,)o_:..c:c �v �c� con�a�� s��=-�-�� 

- .: ·-, -· .._ �-·'-'=' '-

-"cc 

..,:..,......c ·..---�-�..!--i .:::: - - \  rr--,-...,_� • ... > - -:::'),....., � .. -, -., -�-· -�-..:._ 
.�...:.u. o..._ .•. c. ,__oc ..:... or any �•·c'-<-L cc . ..:.. c.;::. 0 ......:..;:, ::::, __ ,..:;.!_ ......... 0� �::c; C2S23 c.::::d t.:_e::r �:.-e 

incomplete �s to t�e . �. �:� e: c: -=::�:-.c;:-: t: \��.rl1cre fo: l c�!��}-t1?. � ��c:: t:i.ori is 

-

required .. Tney do, hovJevc:c, eo��- L.2i:-1 ve:-c'Dal d esc ::- .:_ptio::1s o:: t.r�c na.;..::.:�-�;:' 
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of the injury , whe ther a cut is smal l or d e ep , or a hand .is  bruis ed ,. 

swo l len., or broken e a s  we l l  as · the imme d i a te medic a l  aid r ece ived • 

.. . 

From these r eports , and i n  many cases r e l yi ng he avi ly on the 

reader ' s  opin i on , inj uries were clas s i fied i nto five groups -

four degrees o f  in j ury and an ' unknow n ' category .. Where injuries 
were not spec i fi �d , or when i t  was impos s ib l e to determine . �heir . 
na:ture , they wer e  .c lassified t as ' unknc,.�vn '· . Gener al ly this was 

4 to 5% . Ma j or i n jur i � s  were put into . two main groups : ' f air�y 

s eri ous ' or middl ing i n j uri e s  that are more than minor . but l ess. than 

s er i ou s , u s ua l ly extens ive brui sing s , minor wounds and cuts r�quirinq 

five to f i f teen stitches � and t s er i ou s 1 i n j ur i e s .  that include 

surgery , broken bones , grave wounds and cuts requ iring over 15 ·stitche 

Th� other _ groups· are • none or neg l igib le.' in juries , ang , last ly •. · 

' minor • injur ies whi ch are no more than abrasions , bru i s es .and cut? 
requiring less than five stitches . No effort was made to include · 

nervous breakdown.s , hys teri a t or other mental re actions in .this 
groupil)g . There is no doubt , especial ly .in ·s exual assaul ts , that 

mental suf fering can. be serious t necessitating. medicati·on and 
treatment . Thi s  f r equen t ly oc cur s when children are . s exually . 

mo l e s ted or raped . I n  such cases , the long r ang e e ffects cannot 

be e s timated even by doctors � but the danger i s  th at . such an experienc 

vlou ld deter the child ' s n orm a l  develQpment at adoles cence . For · 

obv ious reas ons , our cl assification on ly cons idered the illlli1ediate 

and apparent degree 6 f  phys i c � l  i njuries . While it would have been 

desi rab le to conduct th i s  study over s everal cons ecut;ive o� periodic 

years , it was not possible from both the time -cons uming nature of 

such an undertaking � as wel l  a s  the pr ac t i·c a l  prob lems of obtaining 

o l d er records . 

Not every crime o f  v i o l en c e c u lmi nate s in bodi ly harm .. 

In f act 8 i n  one out of ev ery th r e e  cases the i n j ury is none. or 

neg l ig ibl e , and the g r e a t e s t  number o f  actual  i n j ur i e s  are minor in . 
'· 

n a ture 8 fr equen t l y  the re sult o f  ne ighb ourhood fights , dome s tic 

q u arr e l s , fri end ly drinking brawl s  or a ttacks in the s treet .. 

For the ye ar 196 7 , of the 6 6 7 0  c r i m e s  r epor ted ag a i ns t the person in 
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in Bdmont on , c alg ary , L e thb r i dg e  and the rur a l  di s tr i c ts po l i ced by 
the · R . C . M . P . , 3 5% r e s u l ted i n  no i nj ury , whi l e 5 1 . 4% were minor 

one s . Th i s  l e av e s  5% tha t  wer e f ai r ly s er ious , 3 . 6% or 2 41 c ase.s of 

a seri ou s n a ture , 4 . 5% unknown and on ly .. 5% f a t a l . For the 

purpos e s  o f  c ompens a t i on , minor and neg l ig ib l e in j uri es c an be 

d i s reg arded , so at " . the mos t t'  i nc luding: f a ta l in j uri e s  as we l l  as 

unknown in j uri es_ ,  we are conc erned wi th le s s than 1 4% of . the 

in j uries or 907 c a s e s . ·  

�rab le 4 

The Extent o f  Injury .From Crimes o f . 

Vi olence Reported in Alberta Duri ng 1967 

Fatal Serious F a i r lv Se:.J...O US None or . Unknovm Tot 
Area No . � No . % No . % 

Minor 

� %  
· Neq 1 ig ib l e  

.· NO .  % No . %- NQ_., 
o.nton 5 . 2  9 7  2 . 8 1 1 2  3 . 3 

gary 12 . 6  6 5 3 . 2 1 2 8 6 3 . 0  

1 9 9 7  5 9 . 2  

1 0 49 5 2 . 0  . .  

- - - -

10 3 2  3 0 . 6 135 3 . g. 

6 7 5  3 3 . 5  89 4 .. 4 

3 378 

; 2018 

.hbridg e  2 1 . 1 5 2 . 7 16 8 . 6 5 2  2 7 . 8  86 45 . 9  26 13 • .  9 l 187 

�-. M .  P "  1 7 1 . 6 7 4 6 . 7 80 7 . 4 3 3 0  " 3 0  . 3  5 4 1  49 .,9 45 4 ._1 : 10 87 

� 0 T A  L 36 . . 5  2 41 13 . 6 1_ 3
_
3�Ls ·� � �4

_
2�J s l . 4 J2 3 3 41 3 s . o 129 5 1 · 4 . 5 , 667� 

I n  ma j or a s s au l t  o f fen ce s , the r e  is a higher incide nce of · 

in j ur i e s  ·of a mor e  s er i ous n a tur e . In Edmonton and C alg ary during 
196 7 , over 5 0% c£ the wound ing of fence s were more than minor , 30% 
of the as s au l ts o c c as i oning bod i ly h arm were fairly s erious and 
s er i ous , wi th s uch inj ur i es from robb e ri e s be ing about 1 2% •  
At the s ame time , th e bu lk o f  as s au l t s  o c c as ioni ng bod i ly h arm ,  

55 -6 0% ,  wer e minor i n  n a tur e .!' s o  wer e 40 -44% o f  v1ounding s ; whi le in 
.nearly 50% o f  robb ery o f fenc e s  the r e  was no in j ury -at a l l . Attempted 

murde r s numb er ed to o f ew to b e  an acc ur ate indi cation o f  the type o f  

i n j u r y . I n  the r ur a l  a r e as po l i c ed by the R .  C .  H .  P .  ,_ er ime s  against _  
the �er s on g eneral ly r e s u l ted in a h igh e r  r at e  o f  more s er i ous 

i n j ur i e s  - 1 5 . 7% .  Th i s  m a y  h av e  b een c a us ed by th e fact th a t  fewcr -
rn i n9r �nd neg l i g ib l e  i n j ur i e s  t e nd to be r epor ted to th e po l ice in . 

rur a l  ar e a s , prob ab l y becau se o f  th e l ack o f  immedi a te and 
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conv e n i e n t  a cc e s s  t o  po l i c e  s t a t i on s , s o  th at cr imes tha t  are 

repor t ed a r e  u s ua l l y mor e  ma j or i n d eg r e e . As a res ult , ti1e numbex 

of s er ious and f a i r l y  s e r i ous � n j u r i e s  c a u s e d  by .the more 

irn,?or t an t a s s a u l t  o f f en c e s  wer e  1 0 -2 5% high er th a n  in Calg ary a.ad 
c 

Edmonton e 

The inc idence o f s er iou s  in j u ri e s  from s exual as s au lts 

i s  qu i te l ow .  Rape o ff enc e s in the two c i ti e s  r e s u l ted in 50% 
wi th no phys i c a l injury whatever , but i n  Edmont on 2 7% were more 

than minor , whi l e  in C a lg ary only 7% were s erious . · In such cases , · 

however ; there ar e freque n t ly ment a l  in j uri e s  whi ch we have not tri 

to cons ider . In the other s exu a l  of fenc e s ,
.

wh ich are primarily 

indecent a s s au l t s � on ly 2% wer e of a s er i ous n ature with 

approximately 8 0% no injury . Pr egnanc i e s  are c l as s ified as a serio 
i n j ury ; in Edmon ton 6 th e r e  we re two repor t�d and one in Calg ary; 

. . 

howev er , many mor e  wer e su spe c ted e In the R . C . M . P .  dis tricts , ther 

· was a gre ater n�er of mor e s er i ou s inj uri es inc luding four 

repor te� pr eg n anc i e s e 

Ttle l l  ov er one-h a l f of a l l cr imes o f  v i o l ence cons ist o f  

mer e  c ommon as s au l t s ag ainst the pers on . The s e  are · s e ldom more 

than a person a l  in s u l t or super fic i a l st apping . While it was 
.impos s ib l e  t o  r e ad a l l th e s e fi l e s 6 there be ing 2 3.17 in Edmqnton · 

a l on e  in 1 96 7 , Wf7 h ad to b e  s at i s fi ed wi.th a r andom. s ampl i�g of 

common a s s au l ts i n  C a lg ary and Edmonton to ipdicate the prob able 

extent o f  i n j ury . From th i s  s ampl ing , b etween 6"0 -70% of al l conunon 

as s aul t s  r e s u l t ed in minor brui s ing or cuts and the bala.nce in no 

injury wh a t s o ever , exc ept in the rur a l  d is tricts .where 2 . 3% suffere< 
something more th an min or i n j ur i e s . It is part ly - bec ause of this 

l arg e  numb er o f  cominon as s au l t s  th a t  the . percentag e  of serious 
injuries from c r imes o f  v i o l enc e  i s  n ot h igher . 

V 



2 .  Se r i ou s  I n j ur i e s . 

- "' V  -

F ew cr im e s  o f  v i o l en c e  c au s e s er i ou s  phys i c a l  i n j ur ies .• 

Ou t of the 6 , 6 70 fi l e s  ex amined , 3 .6% or 2 4 1  were s er i ou s . An 

e f fort was m ade to s tudy mor e c ar e f� l l y  the 9 7  . s e r i ou s  inj uries 

repo r t e d  in Edmon ton dur i ng 196 7 . Of the s e  97 · in j ur ie s , 55 were 

brok en b on e s , pr imar i ly j aws , nos e s  and arms , 44 be ing suffer.ed by 
v i c tims o f  a s s a u l t s  .o c c a s i on ing bod i l y  h arm . From th� s  number •. it 

i s  e s t imated tha t  5 2  made norma l recov e r i e s . More c r i ti c a l  

in jur i e s  w e r e  eye i n j ur i e s  o f  wh i ch th e r e  w e r e  fiv e , inc luding one · 
l os s  and o n e  impa irment wi th thr e e  pos s ib l e  impai rmen t s . Of the 15 

bu l l et and s tab wound s , at l e a s t thr e e  r e s u l te d  i n  s ome kind of 

impa irment �  The . mos t s ever e i n j ur i e s  cons i s ted o f  he ad wound s and 

br a in d amag e  - 1 1  a l t og e ther , wi th thr e e  permanent impa irments . 

The t� e atment o f  a l l the s e  i n j ur i e s. w a s  v ar i ed � Wh i l e  3 1  r equired 

only medi c a l  a ttent i o� 38 wer e  h ospi t a l i z ed le s s  th an one �leek , 

19 wer e  hospi t a l i z �d more than one .week and at l e a s � s ix su£ fered 

permanent p a r a lysi s or l o s s  of f a cu l t i e s .. Some conc lus i ons can be 

s ugg e s t ed from the s e  f igur e s . S er i ou s  in j uri e. s  d o  not gen er a l ly 

nece s s i ta t e  l ong per i od s  o f  h ospi� a l iz a t i o n ; here on ly 26% required 

mor e than one week e He ad and eye i n j ur i e s  r e s u l t  in more impairments 

and pe rmanen t d i s ab i l i t i e s .. Mo s t  s er ious i n j u r i e s  are broken bones 

\<Jhi ch cr e at e  pers on a l  s u f fe r i ng , i n conv en i e nc e  and · pos sible delay in 

r e tur� i ng t o  work . I f  compens a t i on were b a s ed un ly on the deg�ee of 

inj ury , on e cou l d  e s ti�a t e  from . th e  abov e figur e s  the . numbe r of cases 
,,-"" 

by including th e p e r s o n s  ki l l ed , p ermanently d i s ab l e d , and d e tained in 

the bospi t a l  for more th a·n one week . Even mak i ng g ene rous a l lowances 

for c as e s  whe r e  th e ex tent of i n j ury i s  unknown , th i s  would be less 

th a n  3% o f  a l l repor ted c r i me s  o f  vi o l enc e . I n  1 9 66 , th i s  would have 

1ne ant c ompen s a t i on awards to approx ima t e ly 2 00 pers ons . Th i s  number # 

howeve r e  wou l d  i nc l ud e  a l l o c c a s i o ns t r,.·;h e r e  the v i c t im is th e · author 
o f  hi s ov1n m i s fortune a s  we l l  a s  a l l  pcgr e e s  o f  pr-ovo c a t i on by the 

agg r i eved pers o n . I t  s e ems c l e a r th a t  h ad a s cheme b e e n  i n  ef fect in 

1966 the a c t u a l  numb er o f  llpp l i c a t i on s  \·lou ld be s ubstan ti a l ly below 20C 



CHAPTER 4 

THE FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES 

1.  Pecuniary Losses . 

The climax of · thi s  study center ed around an effort t o  

determine the extent of financial loss to victims of crime ... In the 

measure of civil damages for in j ur i es·  to the person , there are two 

main heads of d amages : pecuniary losses which are all out-of-pocket. 

expenses such as medic a l  bills r hospital expenses and the los s of 

wag e s , whi ch r estore the aggr i ev ed person to th e same pos ition he 

would have been if he had not sustai!!ed the wrpng ; and personal 

losses whi ch cannot be measured in financial terms , but include 

mental or physical pain and su ffering , the loss of amenities and 

shortened expectation of life . From losses of l i fe and limh b there 

can be no r e .al '.' restitutio in integrum" I' but a monetary value i s  

·general ly assessed i n  an effort t o  offer some fair and reas onab le 

compensation to the agg�ieved person .. In studying the extent of 

financial loss to cr ime victims � we have made no attempt to measur e  

.Personal losses o f  any nature ; but only pecuniary losses . A s  a 

:r:esult .. any estimates will be much lower than the meas ure of damages 
ba s ed on common law principles .. In order to determine· the n out-

• 0 

of-pocke t 11 expenses F \ve have also d educted all ben e fit�. received by 

the victims as· a result of the i n j uri es from the of fenders , from 

medical health plans 6 from the Workmen ' s  compensation Board where the 

injury occurred because of employment and from public f1-1nds of one 

kind or another .. 

There are no records av a i l ap l e  of any kind· that cons ider the 

financial c onsequences of crimes of violence to th e . v i c tims . To 
\ 

determine th e extent of their loss , a questionnaire , designed to 

cal cu late out-of-pocket expen s e s , was d i r e c ted to v i c t ims o f  crime 
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who s u f f e r ed ' s e r i ous • i n j u r i e s . The i n i t i a l  ob j e c t iv e ·  o f  thi s  

survey �a s to · prov ide s ome r e l i ab l e  b a s i s  o n  wh i ch t o  make an 

e s t imate o f  th e f i n an c i a l  l o s s  to v i c t ims . Ho\·le v e r , p e c a use o f  th e · 

sma l l  number i nv o lv ed in the s urv ey , i t  i s  not c ompr ehensive or 

accur ate ly repr e s e n t a t ive o f  the e x t e n t . o f f i n an c i a l l o s s  to 

in j u� ed cr ime v i c tims , bu t i t  do e s  prov id e  · i n f ormat ive and 

inter es ting d a t a on a c tu a l  l o s s  exper i e nc e s . 

The popu l a tion s e l e c te d  for thi s  det a i l ed s tudy cove red 

on ly v i c t ims who s u f fer ed a 1 S e r i o u s ' i n j ury as d e fined in Ch apter 3 �  

It was fe lt th a t  th i s  was th e mos t appropr i a te unit becaus e financ-i.al 

con s eque nc e s  wou ld g e n e r a l ly b e  more s igni fic ant where the degree 

of in j ury is g r e ater . Th i s  i s  b a s ed on the pre s ump t i on , whicl1 i s  not 

a l�ays true , th a t  the f in an c i a l  c on s eq u e n c e  i !?  d i r e c t ly propor tionate 

to th e d eg r e e  o f  inj ury . I t  w a s  a l s o hoped tha t  ther e  would be a 

higher r e spons e r at e  from thi s  c a t eg ory.
·
o F or the purposes of this 

study , the popu l a t i on w a s  div i d ed in to tv1o _ g roups . The ·firs t group 

was th� ma j or one wh i ch c on s i s t ed o f  persons who su f f er ed s erious 

i n j u r i e s  in Edmonton
_
, C a lg.ary and Le thbr idg e  dur i ng 196 .7 . 

I n j ur i e s  th at occurr e d  i n  th e R c C . }1 . P .  d i s tr i c ts were exc luded 

becaus e of the d i f f i c u l t i e s  in c o n t a c t i ng the s e  v ic tims , ev en by mail . 

From the 196 7 po l i c e f i l e s , th er e \·lere 17 7 s er ious in j uries in 

Edmonton ,  C a lg ary a�d Le thbr i d g e , but of the s e , in only 147 of the 
c a s e s  wer e the permanen t  addr e s s e s , if any , r e c or d e d  in the po l ice 

f i le s  - the b a l an c e  be i ng tempor ary bo ard i ng or hote l accommod ations . 

I t  was hoped th a t  the addres s es ob t a i n e d  from the f i l e s - wou l d  be 
recent enough th a t  th e par ti e s  wou ld s t i l l  be r e s iding the r e , and that 

t.hey would be ac cur ate , as th e po l ic e , thems e lv e s , s t i l l  r e l i e d  on 

these addr e s s e s  for th e i r  wi t ne s s e s  i n  pending cr imin a l  a c t i ons . 

Howev e r � 40 ou t o f  the 1 47 qu e s ti onn a i r e s  \ve r e  r e tu r n e d  by the Post 

Of f i c e  i nd i c a ti ng th a t  th e p ar t i e s  had mov ed a nd the i r  fon·1ard ing 

addr e s s e s  wer e u nknown . 2 7% i s  s ome\·Jh a t  higher th an expected and it 

wou l d  s e em to ind i c ate th at m any vi c t im s  are t r an s i ents . The s econd . 

popu l a�i on g r oup c o ns i s ted o f  15 s e l e c t  ·c a s e s  whe r e  the extent of 

inj ury was s o  s ev e r e  a s  t o  c au s e  perman e nt di s ab i l i ty or i mpairment . 



- 2 3 -

Such i n j ur i e s th a t  o c c u r r e d  5 t o  7 y e ar s  ag·o wer e  spe c i fica l ly · s ought 

s o  th at th e l ong r ang e c ons equen c e s  could be a s s e s s ed . From tl1e 

entire popu l a ti on o f  16 2 ,  3 3  per s on s  f i l l ed o u t  and r eturned the .  
que s t i onn a ir e s , r epr e � e nt i ng 2 0% s  Th i s  i s  a l i t t l e  l ow e r  than the 

2 5% origina l ly an t i c ipated . 

A ma i l  que s t i onn a i r e  was th e me thodo logy adopted in th i s  

final pha s e o f  s tudy e Whi l e  the r e  a r e  adv antag e s" and di s adv antag es 

- in the use o f  ma i l  q u e s t i onn a ir e s , s oc i a l inv e s t ig ators have ma in ly 

critici z ed i t  b e c au s e  o f  th e d i f f i cu l ty o f  s ecur i ng adequate 

r e spons e s .. We a l s o  encounter ed thi s  prob lem \'li th an overa l l  response 

r ate o f  20% . The que s ti onn a i r e  had t o . be d e s igned s o  that it was 
s impl e  and r e a s on ably shor t , there for e l imi ting the c overag·e of the 

survey . B e c au s e the Osg ood e H a l l S tudy qu e s t i onna ire was so 'tvel l  

dr a fted , we mode l l e d  our que s ti onn a i r e  on· the ir exper i ence ... Once the 

(JUesti onnai r e s  wer e  r etur ne d , the r e s e ar cher gener a l ly accepted the. 

answer s a s  f in a l , wi thout pr ob ing fur ther or cl �:u:- i fying ambiguous 

rep l ies .. Howev er , in s p i t e  of the s e · shor tcoming s ,  for the purposes 

of th i s  s u rvey , a ma � l  type q u e s tionn ai r e  proved qui te s atis factory 6 
The inf ormat i on ;; ought from th e v ic t ims c ould b e  com..municated by direct 
answer s a fter s ome c on s i d e r ati on on the p ar t  o f  the sUb ject � 
Our time p e r i od w a s  a l s o  qu i t e shor t , and thi s appro ach offered the 

fas te s t  me a n s of ob t.ai n i ng th e da t a . 

2 .  Que s t i on s  An swe r e d  

Some i nter e s t ing r e s u l ts are s een from the 3 0  que s ti onnai res 

answe r ed by v i c tims wh o su f f er e d  s er i ou s  inj uries in Edmonton , 

Calg ary and Lethbr i dg e  dur i ng 1 9 6 7 . The nature o f  the s e  inj uries 
v a r i e d ,· bu t among o th e r s inc luded p ar a lys i s , ruptured. b loodves se l s  , .  

punc tured i n te s t in e s , f r a c tured nos e s , leg s and cheek bones , as we l l  

as s evere b e a t i ng s . 'J:\o.lo-th i r d s  o f  the s e  in j u r i e s  \'.7ere the re s u l t  of 
a s.s au l ts o c c a s i oni ng bodi l y  h arm wi th .. a f e\'l ex ampl·e s of robber ies , 

wounding s ,  on e a s s au l t i ng a po l i c e  o f f i c e r , and o n e  a ttempted murder ; 

a higher p e r c e n t ag e  o f  wou n d i n g  o f fen c e s  o c c a s ione d  hospi t al i z a tion 
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Tab l e  5 

. _fhe E f f e c t  of S e r i ou s  I n j uries 

o n  3 0  Vi c tims of Crime 

'" Medi c al Hospital -OFFENCE No . •  
Tre atmen t  ization 

.Attempted Murder .1 1 �1 

-wounding =-3 3 " 3  

.As s au l t  Occ a s ioning 
Bodi ly Harm 2 1  2 1  1 5  

. 

As s aulting Pol i c e  
Off icer . 1  1 -

Robb ery wi th Violenc e 4 3 3 

TOTAL 3 0  2 9  2 2  
- ---

·� · 

; 

Dis� - Absenc� 
Abi-lities From 

-work 
- - - -

=2 -2 

6 12 

-- -

3 2 

1 1  -16 
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Med i c a l  A t t e n t i on to Vi c t ims of cri me 

"OFFE NCE No . 
Comp l e te 
Re c ov ery 

Par t i a l  No 
Re covery Recovery 

No 
Ans".rlel 

Attempted l't1urder 1 ' 1 
Wounding 3. 1 2 "  

Ass au l t  Oc c a s ioning 
Bod i ly Harm . 2 1  9 s ·  2 

As s au l t i ng · Po l i c e  
Of f i c er · 1 1 

Robbery wi th 
Vi olence 3 2 • 1  

T 0 T A L S 2 9 1 1  1 1  5 

Of thes e - 3 0 i n j u:�; i e s , 2 9  r equir ed some medical tre atment .. 

Al l prob ab l y · ob tained s u ch a t te nt i on , but one a l l eg ed victim ,  

contr ary t o  th e  po l i-ce f i l e , ins i s ted that hi s injury was not the 

resu lt o f  a cr ime of v i o lenc e . Thi s  attitud e  was encountered on a 

-
2 

2 
...,......,.. 

few other o c c a s i ons and may b e  attr ibu t ed to a poor m�mory , a des ire· 

not to b ecome invo lv ed b e c au s e  of the cir cums tan c e s - of the. of fence � 

or a c l os e r e l a ti on b etween the v i c tim and the o f fender . Such an 

attitude was expec ted , e spec i a l ly , for examp � e ; from 2 victim who 
-

had been a s s a u l t ed by her h u sb and . Looki ng mor e c l os e ly at the 

financ i a l  lo s s es due to medi c a l tr e a tment , such as do c tor bi lls , 

x-r ay c os t s  and med i c at i on expen s e s , 1�  vic tims were parti al ly 

r eimbur s ed , 1 1  were cornp l e t e_ly c ov e r e d ,· one by v7orkmen • s Compens ation �� 

5 had no med i c a l  cov e r ag e  wh a t s o ev er , whi l e · two d e c l ined to answer .. 

'rh i s  out -o f -pock e t  l os s  wou l d  s eem to b e  the smal l e s t  under 

con s ider a t i on . 

� 
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Ho s p i t a l i z a t i on Expe n s e s  t o  Vi c tims o f  C r ime 

OFFENCE . 
No . 

l\tternpted Hurd er 1 

Wound i ng 3 

As s au l t  Oc c a s i on i ng 
Bodily Harm 1 5  

As s au l ting Pol i c e  
Of f i c e r  -

Robbery with 
viol ence 3 

T O T A L S  2 2  
V . --

Comp l e te 
Recov ery 

1 
� 

6 

7 

P a rt i a l 
Re -::: ov e ry 

.. 

5 

3 

8 
-

No No 
Rec overy Answer 

. . 
3 

. .  

3 1 -

6 1 1  
1iore irnporta�t th an med i c al �xpens e� tJ ar e hospit a lizati9n 

loss es to v i c t ims o f  cr ime . Of the s e  3 0  v i ctims , over two-thirds 
requ i r ed . s ome hosp i t a l i z a t i on . Whi l e  one ques ti onna ir e  was 

unan swe r e d / s even vi c tims were c omp l e t e ly reimbur s ed on hea l th  pl�ns ,. 

and 8 par t i a l ly r e c ov e r ed the i r lo s s , but 6 rec e iv ed no re c overy at · 

a l l . Wh er e  ther e was n o  hospi t a l i z at i on cover ag e , th e  expen s es . 

incurr ed \tle r e  g e ne r al ly a. ma j or c on s i d e r a t i on . In four of the se. 

u n f or tun a t e  c a s e s , th e o u t -o f -po ck e t  expen s e s  exc e eded $ 1 , 000 � 

one a s  h igh as $ 2  " 0 00 . Ev en with M .  S .  I .  and private he alth p l-ans , 

wh i ch are q ui te univ e r s a l  t there ar e a sma"l l numb er o f  persons who. 

are n ot ·inc l uded and wh o i nc ur v e ry he avy hospital exp ens es as a 

result of c r ime s o f  v i o l enc e . Where there was only parti a l 

hospi t a l i z ation c ov e r ag e , payment by the · victim o f  the rem.aining 

amount a l s o  of f e red d i ffi culti e s . Un fortunate ly , . ., i t  s eems. that 

cr ime v i c tims are o ften tho s e  per s ons in a low soc i al c l ass · who 

mos t n e e d  c omp l e te c ov e r ag e . vli th th e pro spe c t  o f  !·1ed i c are , i t  ·i s  

expec ted th a t  h os p i t a l i z a t i o n exp en s e s \vi l l  find more universal 

a n d  compl e te c ov e r ag e i n  the s e  s i tuation s . 



Di s ub i l i t i e s  to Vi c t ims o f  Crime 

�pproxima tcly  on e -th i rd o f  th e s e  vi c tims s u ffered a · 

di s ab i l i ty of one k i n d  or ano th e r  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e ir c�peri enc e . 

Some w�re 1 1 t t l e  mor e th an i n c onve n i e n c es s u ch as a crooked f i ng er . 
6 

a s l ight l imp o r  lps s o f  s e n s a t i-on , but o thers wer:e s er ious enough 

to a f fe c t  th e v!i c tim ' s l if e  - p a r t i a l  par a ly s i s , in ab i l i ty to 

do h ard v1ork , imp a irment o f  b a l an c e , or a d i s figured fac e . 

In many o f  th e s e  in j ur i e s  i t  i s  i mpo s s ib l e t o  adeq u a t e ly a s s e ss the 

per s on a l .  l o s s .. 

OFFENCE 

Los s of Wag e s  t o . vi ctims o f  Cr ime 

. 

J 
No .. Compl e t e  

E 
Par t i a l  No No· 

Re c ov ery Rec overy Recovery Answ�r 

Attempted Hur d e r  -

Woundipg 2 1 1 

As s au l t  Oc c a s ioning 
Bodi ly Harm . 1 2  1 1 10 

As s au l t i ng Po l i c e  
Officer 

: 

Robbery w i th 
Violence 2 1 1 

r--� 

I T O T A L S 16 1 3 1 2  

Ov e r  one -h a l f  o f  the s e . v i c tims wer e  abs ent from work a s  a 
xesult of the ir inj ury .. \·lhi l e  only o n e  r.e c e ived c ompens at ion from · 

. · . 

the lvorkmen • s Compen s a t i on Board , thr e e  others obta inec;l parti a l  
�ec�very from other s our c e s , and , 1 2  l o s t  a l l  wa� e s  dur ing · their 

recupera t i on per i od . Th i s  wou l d  app e ar to b e  the l a�g e s t  l o s s  

� ategory , and un l ik e  me d i c a l  and hosp i t a l iz a tion expens e s , there i s  

no: pr ospect o f  r e c ov e ry b e ing extended t o  . them i n ·  th e  futur e ,  but the · 
, ,.. � -

victims mu s t  conti nue to b e ar th e  fu l l  l oss . Wi th the added medical 

expens e.s o f  the i n j ury , it o f ten b e c ome s a � -e avy bur den on the 

v i ctim to f or f e i t  h i s  w ag e s  as we l l . On e vi c t im \'lho required- s even 
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days hosp i t al i z a t i on witl1out �ny h os�i ta l i z a t i on i n s ur a nc e , los t 

s ever a l  weeks · o f work , . an d  a s  a r esu i t  o f  h i s  expe r i ence , he wa s 

for c ed to appeal to the Deb tor s As s i s t anc e  i n  payment of his b i l l s ; 
his out-of-pocke t  expense exc e eded $1 , 7 0 0 . Another v i c ·�im .r who was 

s e l f-employed , be c aus e of h i s  i n jury w a s  unab l e � to attend to h i s  
. -

bus i ne s s  for th e be tter par t of one month ; and a teenage. victim was 

forced to g iv e  �p hi s  paper route as a resu lt of
"

a fractured l eg . 

It would . s e em tha t f r om los s  of wag e s  there is often a con s ider able 

financi a l consequence suffered by th e v ic t im .  

From· ·these 3 0  examp l e s , the out-o f -pocke t l o s s e s  total led 

$11 , 194 . 7 0 • .  Although the ind ividu a l  los s e s r ang e d from ni l to $2 , 000 � 

approxima te ly 80% of the losses wer e l e s s  than $ 1 , 0 0 0 . The average 

out-o f-pocket los s . amounted to $37 3 .. 16 and exact ly 3/4 ' s of the 

victims found this a hard ship to thems e lv e s  and the ir fami l i es . 

c .. 

Am - -- - -t of L 

No An s\�er 

Nil 

$ 1 - 49 

$ 50 - 9 9  

$ 10 0 - 2 9 9  

$ 3p0- 49 9 

$ 50 0 - 9 9 9  

$11JOO- 1,9 9 9  

$2POO- 4,99 9 

u s s 

T 0 T A L 

Tab l e  6 

Total Out-of-Pocket Los s e s  
To 30  Vi c t ims o£ Crime 

Numb e r  

3 
5 
4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

4 

1 

3 0  

i) 

p t 

10  
17 
13 
10 

- 10 
13 

10 
13 

4 

100 % 
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F�w of these vic t ims a t temp t ed to b r i ng c i v i l  act i ons ag ainst the 

of fende�s for d amages \vh i ch on f i v e  occas i ons were s ubs tan tial . 
In response to th e quest i on n a ire e n i ne victims i ndi ca ted th at they 
c on _si dere d se e i ng a l av:ye r to s ue the o f f e nd er s  t but the genera� 
a t ti tudes were that th e y  w e r e  t o o  poor , th ems·c .rv es # to c onsul t  a 

. . 

l awyer , tha t th e of f e nd e rs were r ec ipients o f  wel f are - ass i s tance 

or wer e  never known . One v i ct im did consult a l awyer and on+y one 
did col lec t damages , but usual ly th e victims b ore the l o s s  

thems elves s Hany o f · these v i ctims o f  cr imes · o f  v iol enc e wer·� in 

a l ow. s oc i a l  posi t i on t o  beg i n  wi th and wer e unable to a fford 

un�xpected expen s es o f  th i s nature .. 

3 .  Three Sample Cases \\-r:here Compensation Seems t o  be De s·erved . 

Every year there see ms t o  oc cur at l east one or t:v1o crimes 

so violent in natur e and the i njuries so serious in degree t-hat the�t 

comp l � tely al ter the lives o f  the victims. and th eir f amilies as wel l 

as cause . d isastrous fi n a nci a l c o n s equ enc e s . The answers from the 
·
s e cond popul a ti on g r oup prov i d ed d a t a  for a few th or ough fi le studies 

of s uch si tu a tions .. In file #16 - 3 49 8 ·, a man who attempted to res cue 

a woman being beaten on th e s i d ewa lk �as sa:vag e1y attacked by her 

a s s a i l an t  and suf fered in juries that requi r ed the amputati on of his 

l eg  b e l ow the kne e . Ac c ordi ng to the pol i ce rep or t , thi s  inj ury �as 
. 

i nf l i cted by twisting the limb around a s te e l  l ight post . Wh i l e  the 

of fender w a s  c onvi c te d  o f  an assaul t oc c a s i on i ng bod i ly h arm and 

s entenc ed to f ive years
_ 

in prison , the .v ic tim was financi ally 

d i s tressed . No t on ly was h e  wi th out hosp i tal i zation ins urqnc e .  but 

he was forced to discon ti nue his o c cupa t� on as a truck driver . 

His loss o f  wag es al on e exceed ed $2 0 , 00 0 , a l though h e  d i d  rece ive . 

a $10 , 00 0  insu r ance c l aim for th e l oss of the_ l imb .. He described 

h i s  l ife si nce his in j u ry as ' 7  ye ars of liv ing h e l l ' . 

=J 



Th.e v i c t im i n  c a s e  #7 2 0 9 5  suf fered ex t e n s ive d amage to h i s  s tom
.
ach . 

l iv e r · an? pancr e a s  wh 8 n  he wa s shot i n  th e s tomach · \vith a 2 2  c a libre 

ri f l e by tvlO th i ev e s c augh t r obb i ng h i s h ome . Af ter three years of 

tre a tmen t  and oper a t i ons , he i s  fu l ly empl oyed ag a in , but wi l l  

requir e medi c a l a t te n t i on for the r ema i nd e r o f  h i s  l i f e . 

Perhaps the mos t  tr ag i c  s i tu a t i on i s  f i l e  #6 7 087 b e c au s e o f  its 

r ecent occur r enc e . A young man � wh i l e  l iv ing i n · a b oarding hous e ,  

bec ame i nv o lved i n  th e dome s t ic pr ob l ems o f  h i s  l and l ady , and a s  

a res.u l t  was shot i n  th e s tomach by her hu sb and a t po int blan..� r ange 

wi th a 1 2  g aug e sho tg un . Th i s  near f a t a l  woun d  c aus e d s evere damag e 

to h i s  intes t i n es , mus c l e s  and oth e r  ti s s u e  in ·th e area , so th a t  

he wi l l  r equi r e  month ly med ic a t i o n  and trea tment for th e  duration of 

hi s l i fe & Th i s  young . vi ctim d e s per a:te ly ne eds_ f i nanci a l  as s i s t anc'e . 

Hospit� l i zed for two month s wi th ou t  medic a l  cov e r ag e o f  any kind . and 

unable to
· 

conti nue work ing a s  a l abourer be c aus e  o f  th e abdomin al 

damag e , he no\v d epe nd.s s ol e ly on s oc i a l we l f ar e ., In themse lves ,. 

the s e  c l a s s i c ex amp l e s  of brut a l v i o l ence and permanent d i s ab i l iti e s  

are emotion a l  but c onvinc i ng a rg uments f or th e .  urgent need o f  

compen s a ti on t o  c r ime vic t ims • 

. Ther e i s  n o  r e a s on why a c ompen s a t i on s cheme in Alberta 

wou ld be more cos t ly than c ompar ab l e s chemes in other j ur isdic tions . 

So far , cr ime s compens a tion i n  Eng l and , New Z e a l and and S ask a t che\van 

has proven ama z i ng ly i n expe n s iv e , i f  not a l arming ly s o . The co.st of 

compe ns a ti on i s  di r e c t l y  r e l ated to the b a s i s  of . award s . 

In Eng l and 8 compen s a ti on i s  a s s e s s ed on the b a s i s o f  c owmon l aw 

damag e s , exc lud ing exempl ar}' or pun i ti v e  damag e s  a nd l imiti ng 

].os s of wag e s . Ac c ord i ng to the 1 96 7  report o f  th e Criminal 

Inj ur ies B o ard , s i nc e 19 6 4  th e r e h av e  b e en over 4 , 0 0 0  awards 

av erag ing f 3 50 per c a s e  and tot al l i ng f 1 ,. 3 5 0 , 3 1 0 . �vith a popu l ati?n 

of over 6 0  , .. 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  per s on s , th i s  i s  a mode s t expens e  for c omp en s ati on 

ba s ed on c ommon l aw d am ag e s , a l though i t  i s  e s timated that mos t  

awar ds are appr oxima te l y  5 0% lower th a n  damag es fr.om s imilar c ivi l 

a c t i on s . 
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I n  New Ze a l and and S a ska tch ewan , the cos t has been a lmost 

minimal . Here c ompe n s a t ion i s  a s s.c s s ed on the ac tual , · reason v.hle 

expen s es incurred a s  we l l  a s  an a l low anc e for pain and s uf f e r ing • 

. 
As of Nov emb e r  1967 , the New Ze a l and Board made 3 1  av1ards 

tot a l l i ng_ approx im�te l y  $ 1 0 , 5 0 0  - an annual · cGst of $ 2 # 6 1 5 . In 
� 

S askatch ewan , the r e i s  a fur ther r e s tr i c ti on on common law d amag e s . 

in tha t  the Board must h av e  r eg ard to the f inanci a l . need o f  the 

victims , but without d eny i ng compens at i on to tho s e  wh o "are not in 

need . In th e wri tten de c i s i on o f  the fir s t award , th e  Chairman of

the Board -s tated that ' th e  purpos e of such l eg i s l ati on is to 

a l l ev i ate d i s tre s s r e s u l ti ng from c a s e s where an ordinary action 

or j udgmen t  th er eon i s  impra c ti c a l  or inef fec tive ' • After ne arly one 

year o f  oper ati on , the r e  h av e  b e en approxinia
.
te ly 4 av1ards total ling 

- $2 , 500 . It  is su spe c ted th at part of thi s  low c os t  may be attrib,utec 

to the 'ignor ance o f  e l ig ib l e  v i c ti ms a s ·  w.el l as ·the awarding of 

per j od ic pa}�ents r a ther th an lump s um s . Re lying on the exper iences 

of the s e  j ur i s d i c t i on s , a c r imes compens ation - s cheme in Alb_er ta 

wou ld not be a c os t ly c ommi tment , _  and wou ld prov ide needed a ssistancE 

for the recovery and r eh ab i l i t a t i on of v ic tims o f  crime . 

E leanor Cor l ett , 

7 September G 1 9 6 8 . 

' � 

V 
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Scope o f  I nq u i ry 

'l'he c l as s i f i c a ti on o f  cr im i n a l  o f f ence s fo l l ow·ed in . thi s � tudy ; 

( i )  HOHICI DE S · 

1 �  Murd er , s .  2 0 l f 2 0 2 ! 2 0 2A ( 2 )  & ( 3 )  c . c . 
2 .  Attempted Murd er ! s .  2 10 c .. c .  
3 e  Mans laughter , s .  2 0 7 C . C .  

( i i }  SEXUAL OFFENCE S 

1 .  Rape , s .  1 3 6 , 1 3 7  c . c .  
2 ..  Other S exu a l O f fe n·c e s  inc l ude : 

( ii i )  AS SAULT S 

S exu a l  Intercour s e  
{ a ) fema l e  under 1 4  ·ye ar s o f  �ge , s .  138 ( 1 )  c. c. 
(b) f ema l e  1 4  to 16 ye ar s of ag e , s .  13 8 ( 2) c .. c .. 
( c ) feeb l e -minded fema l e , s .  140 c . c. 

Ind e c en t As s au lts 
( a ) on f em a l e , s .  1 41 { 1 ) C . C . 
{b) o n  ma l e , s .  1 48 c . c .  

Inc e s t !  s �  1 42 c . c .  
Seduc ti on e s �  143 , 1 44 ,  1 4 5 ( 1 ) ( b ) � 1 46 C . C . 
Ac ts o f  gros s i nd ec ency , S e  149 C c C .  
Bugg ery , s �  1 47 C . C Q  

1 ¥  Wound i ng w i th intent and inf l i c t ing b odi ly harm , 
s .. 2 16 �  2 17 , 2 1 8 ,  2 19 ,  22 0 c .. c �  
Wound i ng e i th er wi th or wi thou t a we apon includes : 

( a ) wo und / maim , d i s f igur e , s .  � 16 a . c . c • .  

(b) �nd ang er th e l i fe , s .  2 16 (b ) C . C .  
( c )  pr eve n t  arr e s t  or d e tenti on , s .  2 16 ( c ) c .. c .  

l\dmi n i s t er i ng Nox i ou s  Th i ng s , s .. 2 17 ( a ) (b ) c .  c .  
Traps l ike ly t o  c au s e  Bod i l y Harm , s .  2 19 ( 1 )  ( 2 )  C . C e  
In t e r f e ri ng wi th Tran spor tati o n  F ac i l i tie s , s �  2 2 0  c . c  

'J 
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2 .  As s au l t s  ( not i n d e c e n t) , defined in s .  2 3 0  c . c .  

{ iv )  ROBBERY 

i n c lud e s :  
Common As s au l t , S e  2 3 1 ( 1 ) C . c-. 
Cau s i ng Bod i ly Harm ,  s .  2 3 1 ( 2 ) C . C e  
Ass au l t  with · In t ent , s .  � 3 2 ( l ) C . C . 
Publ ic or Pe a c e  O f f i c e r , s .. _ 2 3 2 ( 2 )

.
( a ) c  .. c .  

As s au l t  B a i l i f f , s .  2 3 2 ( 2 ) ( c )  c . c .  
To Re s c ue Gobds Seized , s !  2 3 2 ( 2 }  ( c ) C . C .  

1 .  Robb e ry wi th V i o l en c e , s .  2 8 8 ( b ) C . C .  
2 ..  Robbery As s au l t  wi th · I ntent , s .  2 88 ( c ) C . •  C .  

(\ 

� 

' , , \} 
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APPKNTI IX B 

Cr imina l � t a t i � t i c s  Re l a t i ng to Cri me s  o f  Vi o le nc e in Alb er t a and 
,:the Larger Citi e s  of Edmonto n , C a lgary and L c thbr i dg e  . 

Tab l e  I 
.. 

Th e  Numb e r  o f  Cr imi n a l  O f fe n c e s  Reported · 

By th e Po l i c e  i n  Alber ta Compared t o  
The Number o f  Crime s  Aqai n s t th e Per s on 
Reported Dur ing the Ye a r s  1 9 6 2 to 196 6 . 

Tot a l  Nur'nb e r  of No . of crimes 
Year Cr imina l O f f e nc e s  Ag a in� t 

Pers on 

196 2 52 , 84 3  4 , .144 

196 3 57 , 6 3 4  5 , 02 8  

196 4 6 0 , 9 3 4  . 5 , 17 0  

1 96 5 57 , 2 7 8  s·,  5 89 

1966 6 7 , 6 5 9 7 , 1 4 1  
-�-� �. ----------------- -·- ------

Tabl e I I  

Chang e s  i n  the . R at.e o f  Crime s Ag a ins t the 
Per s on in Alberta Duri ng 1 9 6 2 to 19 6 6  

i 
1'9 6 2 Subj �ct 

.No . of Crimi n a l  

Of fences 5 2 , 843 

Incre a� e  or decr e a s e  

in Crime Rate per y e ar j 
' 

No . of Crime s Ag a i n s t  ., 
the Pers on � 4 , 1 4 4  

r. 

� Incre a s e  or Decr e a s e l 
Rate o f  Cr ime s l 
Against pe��o�- _ ___ · 

. 1 9 6 3 

5 7 , 6 3 4  

+ 1 0% 

5 , 0 2 8  

. ' 
.... j 
+ 2 1% 

1 9 6 4  1 9 6 5 

60 , 9 3 4  5 7 , 2 7 8 . 

+6% · -6% 

5 , 1 7 0  5 , 5 89 

+3% +8% 

% c....-.; TI"i"" • ' 0 .£.. ....L.£&.1.'-·.; 

Against 
Person 

7 . 8 

8 .. 7 

8" . 5 

9 . 7 

10 .6 

1 9 6 6  

6 7 , 6 5 9  

+18% 

7 , 1 4 1  

+2 7% 



IFFENCE 

lurder 
- - .... . ·� ],"""""" ,, - -· �� ,., -

�tt:-empted 
lurder 
lan s 1 augh ter 

� ape 
--

ndec ent 
�s s au l  t 

�ther 
: exu a 1  Off . 

'ounding 
.s s au l ts 
i )  AOBH \: ;  

i i ) Po l i c e  O f f . 

� -

i i i )  Com...11on As s au l t  

obb e r y  Wi th 
·i o 1 e n c e· 

TOTAL 

Tab le I I I a  

Number .and Proportion of Cr imes of Vi olence Reported 
By the Police i n  Edmonton . Dur ing the . Years 196 2 to 196 7 

19 6 2 196 3 196 4 196 5 
t�o . % No . % No . '{) No . % 

6 . 3  9 .. 4 4 . 2  3 . 1  

2 . 1  5 . 2  2 . 1  6 . 2  

- - - - 2 · . 1 2 . 1  
36 2 .  3 0  1 . 3 3 2  1 . 4 3 5  1 . 3 

1 2'9 5 . 7 16 7 6 . 4 
2 0 0  1 0 . 6  2 2 0  9 . 4  

2 0  1 o  2 0  .. a. 
I 

1 5  • 8 2 4  1 .. 19  1 .  2 0  . 8  

1 , 5 0 2  7 9 � 4  1 , 9 06 8 1 . 7  40 3 1 8 . 36 2 1 3  .. 9 
7 1  3 . 3 106 4 . 1  

1 , 3 7 8  6 1 . 1  1 , 6 6 5 6 3 . 7  

1 2 9  6 . 8  1 40 6 .. 18 3  8 . 1 . 2 26 8 . 6 
. 

1 ,  89 0 . 100 . 0% 2 , 3 3 4  1 0 0 . 0% 2 , 2 3 8  1 0 0  .. 0% 2 ,  6 1 2 . 100 . 0% 
------- ----·----�- - -----------�- --------��-----�---- -----�-------- ·---·-· -----------------· . -·--·· �---·-·--·----�--- l-_-----�- -------· - -------- - -�--- _,________ - ------ ---- ------ --------

1e6 6  � 
No . % No . % 

4 .. : 1  4 . 1  

- - 3 '  . 1  
1 . 1  1 . 1  

3 2  1 . 1 3 4  1 .  

. 19 2 6 . 5 2 1 3  6 . 3 

2 5  . 8  1 4  - 4  
:2 9  1 . 5 0  1 .. 5 

3 5 1  ' 1 1 . 8 4 1 3  1 2 . 2  
1 1 0 3 .. 8 89 2 . 6 

2 , 0 42 6 8 . 8  2 , 3 1 7 6 8 . 6  

1 8 1 · 6 . ·o 2 40 7 . 1 

2 , 96 7 100 . 0% 3 , 3 7 8  -lO O . C  
. .  



OFFENCE 

Hurder 
- - - · · ·  �- . .. �� · ··-

Atte!npted 
.r-1u r d e r  - . .  

�la ns 1 a ugh ter 

R ape 

O th e r  
S exu a l 
O f f e n c es 

\·Jound i ng 

i\s s au l ts 

( i )  AOBH (._· 

( . . ' � � �  Po l i ce Of f .  

( i i i )  Common As s au l t 

R obb ery 

T 0 T A L 

r, 

Table I IIb 
Nurnb er a nd Proportion of crimes of Violence Rerz?rted 
By the Po l ice in Calgar_y During the Years 1 96 2 to 1 96 7  

1 96 2 
.;.-;.,.,.;....;;.;;.. 196 3 1 9 6 4  1 9 6 5 

NC;) . % No . · %  No . ·% No . % 

196 6 
No . % 

1 0 . 1 8 . 6  2 .. 2 - 0 · 2 . . .  1 

1 0 . 1 2 . 2  3 . • 2 l . 1  4 . 2  

2 . 2  1 . 1  4 . 3  - . 0  2 . 1  

6 . . 6  1 1 ·  . 9  1 9 1 . 5  1 3  . 9 . 
1 1  . 6  

· 1 2 0 . 1 2 . 3  9 9  8 . 3 1 0 5  8 . 0 1 3 9  9 . 3 1 7 5  10 . 2  

1 9  2 . 0 2 0  1 . 7 16 1 . 2 1 3 .. 9 3 3  2 . 0 

1 4 1  1 4 . 6  3 3 9 2 8 . 4  2 46 1 8 . 8  2 7 9 1 8  . 6 · 3 7 3 2 1 . 8 . 

1 7  1 . 8 2 7  2 . 3 2 5  1 . 8 3 1  . 2 . 1  1 5  . 9  

5 7 0  5 8 . 8  5 7 0  47 . 9  7 9 2  6 0 . 6 8 8 8  59 . 5  . 9 5 6  56 . 0  

9 2  9 .  5 .  1 1 4 9 . 6 9 5  7 . 3 1 2 9  8 . 6  1 3 9  8 . 1 . 

9 6 9 1 0 0 . 0% 1 , 1 9 1  1 0 0 . 0% 1 , 3 0 7  1 0 0  . Oo/o . 1 , 49 3  ; 1 00 . 0% 1 1  7 1 0 '  1 0 0  .. 0% 

196 7 Nol � 7 • .: 

3 
"' 

. •  tl. 

5 
.. 

. ..  t. 

1 5  
-

• J 

1 8 3 9 .  J 

3 0  1 . : 

47 0 2 3 . :  

3 5  1 .  � 

1 , 0 9 3  . 5 4 . :  

1 7 7  8 .  � 

2 , 0 1 8  1 0 0  . (  



�ENCE 

:::-der 
I 

tempted I r-der 
:1 s l aughter I 
�e I 

I 
I :1er I 
! 

Ku a l  I 
f e n c e s  I 
.1nd i ng ! I ! 
s au l t s I ' 

� ' I 
:Jbery f 

i 
TOTAL ! 

Table IIIc 
N�mber and Proportion of Crimes, of Violence Reported 

_By _ _ _  the Pol i_c� i_Il _t_�_tJ:l!>ri_cl.g_e_j)_'l.t�iJl_g __ the_Years 196 2 to 196 7 

1 9 6 2 196-3 196 4 196.5 1966 196 7 
No . % I No . rc t No . -· · 

. ; , . .  I 1 
. .  __ % __ No . -·;��- 1 --- -�10 �-· - - - - - · - - · · ..__,,, 

2 
% I No . % . --�.an�-- · . . . 

. 2 .  1 • .  

I ,; . 

I 1: ! l . 5  

1 . •  5 

4 3 .  3 1 . 6 3 1 . 7 6 3 . 3 2 1 . 1 : 

I I 

I I 
I 

I I 
7 5 .. 3 I 1 3  7 .  5 2 . 8 8 4 . 4  2 1  1 1 . 3 1 6  8 . 6 I 

2 1 . 5 1 . 5  1 . 6  3 1 . 7 1 . 5  

I 1 1 0  8 2 . 7  16 8 8 9 . 4  1 6 6  9 2 . 7  1 5 8  8 7 . 3  1 5 9  8 5 . 5  16 0 8 5 . 6  

1 0  7 . 5 1 .. 5 4 2 . 2 4 2 . 2 3 1 .. 6 8 4 . 3 

[ 1 3 3 1 0 0  .. 0% 1 .  188 ! 1 0 0  . 0% 1 7 9  100 . 0% 1 8 1  1 1 0 0 . 0% 186 100 . O% j 1 8 7  100 . a 



EXTENT OF INJURY 

F a t a l  

Ser i ous . .  
F ai r l y  Se.t i ous 

H i  nor 

Non e  or neg l ig ib 1 �  

Unknown 
- - - �  - --- � � - � - � � - -

TOTALS 

-- 40 . 

APPE:NDIX c .  

The Extent of Injury to Victims of Crime 

Table IVa 

The Extent o f  Iniurv Per Offence· fr·om Crimes 

of Vi olenc e Reported in Edmonton ·During. 196 7. 

Murder or Att . Other 
Rape 

Sex . O f f . 
Wound

ing 
Assaults Robb . 

& · violence Man s l aughter Murder 
-

5 i 1 0 0  

I 
I i 

_ _ _ _  j -------
5 1 0 0  

. 

I 
- - . -' 

I 

2 6 7  4 1 2  2 1 - - 5 1 5  1 1 

1 3 3 1 1 3 2 3 1 2  5 - -1 1 7 5 0  1 9 2 8 4  

I I I 20  9 --- ------L-- �---L----------
3 , 1 o o i 34  1 o o ! 2 2 11 100 

j i I ; 

1 1  

1 7  

2 2  
-
----

5 0  

i 
I 

2 2  

34 
44 

-

AOBH PO 
- - -

6 6  

6 1  

2 2 9 

. -
16 

15  
5 5  

- - - ·-

3 

3 

2 8  

-

CA 
- - -

3 -

3 -

32  1622 
2 1 5 5  62  6 49 

-· - - - -

- 9 

-
12

5 

7 0  �5 
2 8  117 

4 

1 0  

31 

49 

Total 
· -

5 . 2  

' 9 7 2 . 8 

112  3 . 3 

199 7  5 9 . 2  

1 0 3 2  30 .6  
-

< 5 5 
_ _ _ _  j, _ _ _ _  

1 3  ....... -- - - 46 2 1 4  6 13 5 3 . 9 
- - - P.... _ _ _ _ ..,.. _ .._.�.-. .... _ ..._ � - -1-- - - r- - - - --- - - - - -

1 0 0 1 4 1 3  1 0 0  · 89 , 1 09 ;!3_1Ai�� 249100 r _3 3 78 11_�0 . 



'l�'l.C Extent of Irrjury Pe£....9ffence from Crimes of Viol ence Reported in Calgary Duri ng 1 96 7  • 

EXTENT OF 
INJURY 

F a ta l  

S e r i ou s  

F airly 
S c:.· i ouG 

Hi nor 

Hone o:= 
Neg l igi b l e  

Unk nCl.vn 

Hurder or 
Hw"'ls l augh ter 

I 

l�o .. % 

1 2  1 0 0 

Hurder 
Att . Rape 

No ."  % No . % 

r 
1 7 

1 3 3  - -
- - 7 46 . 5 

2 6 7  7 46 . 5  

_ __ . n�'?!�L�--� �� ____ j ___ l�� _L_ �--LlO� L��- 1 0 0 . 0  
- ----��-

Other 
Sex . Off . 

No . % 

l 1 · 

2 1 

2 2  1 2  

1 36 7 21-

2 2  1 2  

1�3 _,_ ��-0 
�

0
-

Wound- . Robb . 
ing 

No . 

7 

8 

12 

2 

1 

AOBH PO CA & Vi olence 
% No . % No • % No • % No • % 

2'3 s o  11 3 

2 7  lO O 2 1  1 

40 2 8 3  6 0  9 

7 5 1 2 1. 

3 3 2  7 1 

I 
9 3 l 2 

3 16 9 

2 5  6 56 6 0· 6 0  3 4  

6 0  4 1 5  3 8  8 7  49 

3 2 2  2 fill 6 

To t a l  NO ., ' 
.__ 

6 5  3 .  � 

1 2 8  6 .  2 

fl049 3 2 . C  

6 7 5  1 3 J  . s  

89 4 .. � 

3 0  1 0 0,�70 , 1 0 0 . 0' 3 5  1 00 L�o9�_lloofln J 1oo �ol8l1oo . 
___ .._ _ _  

Table IVc 
Th e  Ext e n t  of Injury Per Offence from Crimes of Vi ol ence Reported in . Le thbridge Du r i ng 19 6 7 . 

____ _ , _  

F a t a l  

Ser ious 

F a i r l y . 
S e r i ous 

Mi n or 

None or. 
Neg ligible; 
Unkncrwn 

TOTALS -

2 '  1 0 0  

' 
2 .· 1 0 0  

f 

- . 

1 

1 · 

· · · - -- ,---. 
lOO 3 

1 6 10 -

I 1 5  9 4  a 
... "' '"' ,. ,,, 

.. 

' 1 0 0  ' ' .  16 100 . · 2 -l-...._.___ __ ,_, __ .. " �-

· · - · ·  . 
1 4  

48 3 2 

. 5 1  3 8  

3 8  6 0  44 2 ·6 7 

\ 2 2 · 16 l 3 3  
==:::t lOO f1 36f  · lOO 3 . l OC� 

2 .1 • 

1 1 2 . 5  5 "") 4 • 

2 2 5  16 � 
l d 1 2  • .  ) 5 2 ' 2 7 . 

I 

l 1 2 . : .  85 45 . � 

3 3 7 . 5  2 6  1 3 . � 

B . 10 0 • 0 l S 7 1 1 0  0 • < 



'l'a.o .L e  J. v u  -· 

Ext·ent of Ini ury Per Offence per Crimes of Violence Reported to :R . C . M. P • .  in Alberta During 19 6 7  

�XTENT OF Murde� or Att . 
INJURY Mans laughter Murder 

Rape 
Other Wound-

Sex . Off . ing AOBH 

� 
_ ... _ - · - -- - - , __ - - � - . - _ .... _ - , _  _,. _ - · -

t"atal 0 

Serious 2 3 3 . 3  3 '  8 . 3 

E'airly 
s.erious . 2 .  3 3 . 3 1 2 . 8 

Minor - . 16 44 � 4  
'1 None or 2 3 3  .. 3 

Negligible 14 3 8 . 9  

Unknown - 2 5 .6 
I 

. , 

TOTALS 
. (. j l7 100 I 6 100 . o  i 36 1 100 .0 

6 5 . 7 3 

2 1 . 9 7 

1 4  1 3 . 2  3 

83  78 . 3  -

1 .. 9 -

106 100 . o �  ·13 
I 1 

2 3 . 1  5'3 26 _ g  

5 3 . 8  5 '3 26 . o  

2 3 . 1  7 8  38 . 2  

3 .  1 . 5  

17  8 .. 3 

100.0 2 0� 100 . o  
' ! - � 

PO CA 
.L�V /0 .L� - • 

- ' 6  

- 8 

2 0 . 30 . 3  183 

44 6 6 . 7  3 8 4  
2 3 2 2  

66 . 100 . 0  6 02 

{0 

1 . 0 

1 . 3 

3 0 . 4 

6;?> . 1  
3 .6 

Robb . 
& Vio-l . 
...... "-"' .  fU 

1 · 2 . 8 

7 19 . 4 

16 44 � 4  

1 1  30 . 6  

1 2 . 8 

'""' ""' '-'- '-"' ..... � 

. 1'7 1 . 6 

7 4  6 . 7 

80 7 . 4 

� 30 30 . 3  

p41 49 . 9  

45 4 .. 1 

100 f 36 100 . 0  108'"'1 lOO , 
. 
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W. F. BO\¥t-:ER 
OIRI:�TOJt 

Dear S i r  or �� dam : 

- 4 3  -

APPE N D I X  D 

Que s ti on n a i r e  

THE I N STITUTE O F  .LA\.Y R C:SEARC H  AN D IiEFOfU.�1 
THE U �·HVEflSITY OF ALB ER!A 

EOMONiON. ALB ERTA, CANAD .. '\ 

July ·29 1 1968 .: · 

Rec en t l y , _th e r e  ha s be en cons i de rable pub l ic conce rn. for 
vic-t irns o f  crice wrho s u f fe r  a s e r i o u s  inj ur y .  The . lns t i t u t� o f  Law 
Re search and Re form i s  cond uc t ir.g a · s t u d y o n  compen s a t ion for vic t ima of 
cr ime . Th� Ins t i t u t e  i s  a new b o d y  c r-e a t e d  J o in t ly by th.e Provincia l  
Govern:nent , t h e  A l be r t a Law S o c i c l y  and t h e  Unive t:s i '=Y o f  A l berta. . · The 
purpo se of th i s  s tudy is to de t e m i ne whe t h � t  a comrensa t ion schet"!l.e to 
il td vic t ims o f  cr ime i s  ne eded in A l ber t u . 

S inc e you o r  a membe r o f  yo_ur fa� i l y  rc c � ive d a serious 
i :1jury in 1967 a s  . a  r e s u l t  of the cr iro i.na l a c t  o f  ano t he r 1 w e  l.�u l d  l ike 
your a s s is tance in o ur s t ud y D  We w i s h  t o  kno"'"' how th i s  injur y  affec ted 
you f i nanc ia l l y - \ome the r yo ur  c o s t s ¥.'e re  sma l l  o r  gre� t .  I r  is cruc ial 
to the s uc c e s s of th i s  s t ud y  f o r  you to  answe r a l l  the q�e s t ions  on the 
enc losed form a nd t o  r e t urn i t . to us i.t�e cl ia t e l y .  Al l in fo n�1a t t.on you 
give us wi l l  be t reated wi th  the s t r i c t e s t  con !id e nc� and �:i ll be c oo
bined wi th the a n s1·:e r s  o f  o t he r s  l i ke yo u to give an overa l l  s ta tis t i cal 
pic ture of the f i nanc ia l e f fe c t  of th i s  mi s for tune . 

We �rge you to gi ve 3 o r  4 m inu t e s to co�p le te the enc losed 
que s t i onna i r e  b y  p l a c Lng an X i n  the a p p r o ? r- i a te  boxe s and to re t ur n i t  
immedia te ly i n  the ' s t amped s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e nve l o pe suppl i e q . If you 
have any que s t ions o r  pro b lems wi th t he fo� , p l e a s e  t e l e phone us a t  
432- 33 7 4 .  

. 

Yours t r�1l y  , - -

{' I -<· 

E .  <Cor 1 e t t . 

EC/nc 

encl ., tj 



1 .  11EDICAL OJ ST 

- ... k .. k -

. gUESTI0111tt\IRE 

VICTTIIS OF CRD·!E 

(a) Did yo u bave any me d i c a l a t ten t ion as a resul t o f  your experience ? 
., Yes ( - ) no ( ) 

(b) If ye s ,  to wha t ex tent were the �  me d ic a l  expens e s  covered by Mo S . I . or 
so� o ther type of med ic a l  insuranc e ?  
None ( ) 1 - 24% ( · ) 25-49% ( .) 50- 74% ( ) 75 -'99% ( ) Al l ( ) _ 

(c) 'Were you hospi t a l i zed as  a re s u l t of your experience ? 
Yes ( ) No ( ) 

(d) If ye s �  to wha t ex t e n t  \ole re the hospi ta l cos ts  covered by ho spi tal 
insurance ?  
None ( ) 1-24% ( ) 25 -49% ( ) 50- 74% ( ) 75- 9 9% ( ) All ( ) 

(e) Did you suffer -any permanen t .impa ii1'Cent or d i sab i l i ty as a resul t o f  
your exper ience? ·Yes ( ) _ No ( ) 

(f) If ,ye s � wha t  is the na ture o f  t h i s  impairment o r  di sab il i ty ? 

2 .  LOSS · oF HAGES AND PRO PEitTY 

(a) Did you lo s e  any p:1y or sa lary because yo u we r e  absen t from �;ork a s  a 
resul t -o f your expe r i e n c e ? Ye s ( ) No ( ) 

(b) If yes , to wha t e x te n t  we r e  the se income l o s s e s  paid by in s urance o r  
by employer ?  
None ( ) 1 - 24% ( ) 25-49% ( ) 50 - 74% ( ) 7 5 � 99% ( ) All { ) 

(c) Did you l o s e  any prope r t y  o r  va l ua b l e s  n s  a resul � o f  this expe r i enc e ?  
Yes ( ) No ( ) 

(d) I f  ye s �  to wha t e x t e n t  wa s thi s prope r ty c overed by insur an�e ? 
None ( ) 1 - 24% ( ) 25- 49% ( ) 50- 74% { ) 75-99% ( ) Al l ( ) 

t_ 

� 



· �  

3 .  PAYMENT OF EX PENS E S  

- 4 5  -

�a) Did. yo u con.r. i d  e r  t r  )' i:1 g  t o  e o  1 1  r� c r . 1 :--. :,.r  ! ' :o n ,_ · -,; 

by suing the p�r son ( � )  't-1ho i n j u r��l you '! 
� o  hc:· l p p.: y :!ou c 

Yti.s ( ) 
expenses 
�·;o ( ) 

(b) if not, why '  n o t ,  
:--�- ·------. --. -. -·--------------

- ------ ----------------·---------- -----------

(c) if ye s ,  did yo u in f.:-t c t ge t any mo n E.! y  fr,Jm t he o thcr pe rson? 
Yes ( ) lio ( ) 

(d) To wha t  ex tent , we r e  yo ur to t a l  expense s cove red by th is paymen t from 
the o the r pe r son ? 
None ( ) 1 - 24% ( ) 25 .:.49% ( ) 50- 74% ( ) 7 5 - 9 9% ( ) Al l ( ) 

(e) Af.t:c;.-!: t.::'!-.ing in to a c c oun t ALL YOUI<. RECEI PTS ,. how muc h  wer e you OUT-OF-
POCKET a s  a r e s u l t o f  th i s  expe r i enc e ?  

_ $ 
-

(f) Did you find thi s financ ial  expense a h a r d shi p ?  Ye s ( ) No ( ) 

:r-· 

t ,.. \,.I 


