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From the Chair, 
Donald R Cranston QC  
I am pleased to report that the Alberta Law 
Reform Institute (ALRI) had a successful year 
notwithstanding funding challenges. 

I would like to express my appreciation and thanks 
to all board members for their ongoing support 
and commitment to the work of ALRI.  On behalf 
of the board, I also extend our heartfelt thanks to 
Ms. Petersson as our Executive Director and all of 
ALRI’s staff for their excellent work.

ALRI said goodbye this past year to Ms Mona 
T Duckett, QC, as she finished her third term as 
a board member.  Ms. Duckett served as vice-
chair of the board and was a pillar for the board 
throughout her time.  She will be missed.  ALRI 
has also welcomed three new members to its 
board this year:  Mr Cal Johnson, QC, Ms Carly 
Fox and Mr Matthew Woodley.  We are already the 
beneficiary of their insights and hard work.

ALRI’s leadership met several times with Alberta 
Justice officials, including the Minister, Deputy 
Minister and Assistant Deputy Minister.  In addition 
to presenting law reform reports on important 
matters, we were fortunate to have the opportunity 
to discuss the value - to the government and 
all people living in Alberta - of ALRI’s work as 
an independent law reform agency.  It is not an 
accident that ALRI has developed an enviable 
reputation for excellent and credible law reform 
work for more than 50 years, and that continues 
today.  Those discussions have led to a renewed 
funding commitment by the government for this 
year, and we are currently working on a multi-
year commitment that will create much needed 
certainty to allow for the law reform work people  
living in Alberta need and deserve.

Last, this report would not be complete without 
a word of thanks to our other major funder, the 
Alberta Law Foundation (ALF).  ALF has been a 
strong supporter of ALRI’s work for many years. 
That support is essential to ALRI, and is very much 
appreciated.

From the Executive Director, 
Sandra Petersson
After reflecting on this past year one word comes 
to mind, “certainty”. It was something we all 
needed but was unfortunately in short supply. 
As an Institute, we faced multiple uncertainties 
ranging from economic to operational. Not 
surprisingly, ALRI’s exceptional team of counsel, 
staff and Board members leaned on lessons 
learned the year prior and turned in a productive 
2021 with four reports published and several 
consultations.

The value of certainty cannot be overstated, 
especially for people living in Alberta who have 
had to navigate their personal, financial and legal 
matters through these challenging times. For 
those individuals, an efficient and user-friendly 
legal system that keeps the “end-user” at the 
forefront is paramount — more so for those 
without access to legal expertise.

With this in mind, ensuring that laws can provide 
certainty for those facing difficult situations will 
be an underlying principle in our next period 
of law reform. ALRI’s current projects include 
electronic wills, access to digital assets and 
the Dower Act, all of which most people will 
encounter at some point in their lives. ALRI looks 
forward to tackling these and other law reform 
projects that will have the most impact for people 
living in Alberta.

In January, I marked my 20th anniversary at ALRI. 
Throughout that time I have been privileged to 
work with our amazing and innovative support 
staff - three of whom have tenure that exceeds 
mine and one who’s keeping pace. We have been 
through many challenges together both positive 
and less so. I also get to work with an innovative 
and thoughtful group of lawyers who are fully 
up to task of improving the laws of Alberta. 
Collectively you have succeeded in the task of 
transforming nearly every aspect of ALRI’s work 
over the past few years. I am so proud of what 
you have all achieved.
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The Alberta Law Reform Institute was established in 
November 1967 by the Attorney General of Alberta, the 
Governors of the University of Alberta and the Law Society 
of Alberta. In 2018, the Alberta Law Reform Institute was 
incorporated as a non-profit. ALRI is funded by the Alberta 
Law Foundation, Alberta Justice and Solicitor General and 
the University of Alberta. Funding in kind is provided by the 
University of Alberta and University of Calgary.

The ALRI Board is composed of fourteen directors with six 
being nominated externally and eight additional directors-
at-large from the legal community. The external parties who 
nominate directors are as follows: 

• one elected Bencher nominee from the Law Society of 
Alberta

• two nominees from the Minister of Justice and 
Solicitor General

• the Provost of the University of Alberta or an academic 
staff member nominated by the Provost

• one nominee from the Faculty of Law at the University 
of Alberta

• one nominee from the Faculty of Law at the University 
of Calgary

BOARD MEMBERS
Donald R Cranston QC, ALRI Chair, Barrister & Solicitor
Barbara Billingsley, Dean of Law, University of 
Alberta
Mona T Duckett QC, Partner, Dawson, Duckett, 
Garcia & Johnson Barristers (up to June 2021)
Alice Barnsley-Kamal, Alberta Justice & Solicitor 
General 
Carly Fox, Partner, Fox Fraser LLP 
Honourable Judge Dave Hancock, Provincial Court 
of Alberta
Cal Johnson QC, Counsel, Burnet Duckworth & 
Palmer, Law Society of Alberta
Jennifer Koshan, Professor of Law, University of 
Calgary 
Deirdre M I McKenna, Partner, Davidson & Williams 
LLP
Donna Molzan QC, Alberta Justice & Solicitor 
General
Karen A Platten QC, Partner, McLennan Ross LLP
Honourable Justice June Ross, Court of Queen’s 
Bench of Alberta
Kathleen Ryan QC, Partner, DLA Piper Canada
Roderick Wood, Professor of Law, University of 
Alberta
Matthew A Woodley, Partner, Reynolds Mirth 
Richards & Farmer LLP

STAFF
Laura Buckingham, Counsel
Carol Burgess, Finance & Operations Manager
Barry Chung, Communications Associate
Jenny Koziar, Executive Assistant
Katherine MacKenzie, Counsel
Matthew Mazurek, Counsel
Sandra Petersson, Executive Director 
Jennifer Taylor, Counsel (up to June 2021)
Stella Varvis, Counsel 

7



OUR BOARD
The Alberta Law Reform Institute said goodbye to long term 
Board member, and vice-chair, Mona T Duckett QC after 
serving three terms. Ms. Duckett joined the ALRI Board in 
2012 and made invaluable contributions to over 20 law 
reform projects as well as ALRI’s operations and vision. The 
Institute wishes her all the best and thanks her for her many 
years of dedication to its mission of improving the laws of 
Alberta.

ALRI is honoured to announce that Carly Fox, Matthew 
Woodley, and Cal Johnson QC have joined its Board of 
Directors.

Carly Fox is a member of the Kainai Nation in southern 
Alberta. She is a partner at Fox Fraser LLP located in 
Redwood Meadows. Ms Fox represents First Nations 
governments and organizations in relation to specific 
claims, governance, negotiations, and litigation. She is a 
sought after speaker on many areas of Indigenous law and 
has provided her expertise on various federal and provincial 
legislation including The Safe Drinking Water for First 
Nations Act, the Indigenous Languages Act, the Impact 
Assessment Act, the Canadian Energy Regulator Act, An Act 
respecting First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Children, Youth, 
and Families.

Cal Johnson completed his Bachelor of Commerce degree 
in Calgary before moving to Edmonton to complete his 
Bachelor of Laws at the University of Alberta. He returned 
to Calgary and became a partner at Burnet, Duckworth & 
Palmer LLP and has been Counsel with the firm since 2013. 
Mr Johnson has served as a Bencher of the Law Society of 
Alberta since 2013, including time as Chair or Vice-Chair 
of its Governance Committee, Audit Committee, Policy 
and Regulatory Reform Committee, Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee and Executive Committee. Outside 
of his work as Bencher, he has chaired and served on the 
Board of Directors of Vertigo Theatre, and has served as 
a Director of the United Way, the Springbank Community 
Planning Association and the Doorway. He has also served 
the Canadian Bar Association in the past as Chair of the 
South Alberta Real Estate Subsection and the South Alberta 
Joint Legislative Review Committee.
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Matthew A Woodley provides advice to a wide range of 
organizations including employers, print and broadcast 
media organizations, post-secondary institutions, 
municipalities and professional regulatory bodies. Mr 
Woodley focuses on human resource, free expression, 
constitutional, and administrative law. He has appeared at 
all levels of court in Alberta on matters ranging from the 
constitutional right to equality, to free expression in the 
media and on post-secondary campuses, open courts, and 
privacy law. He clerked with the Alberta Court of Appeal 
and Court of Queen’s Bench before articling with Reynolds 
Mirth Richards & Farmer LLP where he is now a partner. 
He teaches Administrative Law at the University of Alberta 
Faculty of Law, and also taught Communications Law at 
MacEwan University for 10 years.

OUR STAFF AND STUDENTS
ALRI Counsel Jennifer Taylor chose to pursue other 
opportunities in May of 2021. During her time with ALRI she 
published the research paper Police Record Checks and 
laid much of the groundwork for many of ALRI’s current law 
reform projects such as Alberta’s Dower Act review. ALRI 
thanks Ms. Taylor for her excellent work and will miss her 
presence at the Institute.

ALRI hired student researcher Cailey Severson in 2021. 
During her time with ALRI, she supported much of ALRI’s 
research into ALRI’s projects on the Dower Act and support 
from the estate of a person standing in the place of a parent. 
ALRI wishes her the best during her articling with Calgary 
Legal Aid.

OUR ALUMNI
Former ALRI Board member the Honourable Anne Kirker, a 
Justice of the Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta in Calgary 
was appointed a Justice of Appeal of the Court of Appeal of 
Alberta. 

Former ALRI Board member Nigel Bankes was welcomed as 
a new Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.
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ALRI continued mostly remote operations throughout 
this year with staff meeting virtually on a regular basis for 
collaborative project or operational work. The ALRI office 
was also staffed with a reduced crew during the week in 
keeping with social distancing and campus health and 
safety guidelines. When necessary, staff members did meet 
in-person for project work and followed all necessary health 
guidelines. Conducting project work in this manner did 
present some challenges, but ALRI staff were able to adapt 
and complete all targeted consultations and publications for 
the year.

Beginning in March 2022, ALRI transitioned back to a full 
complement of in-office staff and regular office hours. 
Going forward, ALRI will be using the lessons learned over 
the past two years to establish an optimal work model for 
the future. 

ALRI continued to engage remotely with the community and 
stakeholders. ALRI presented multiple times to the Alberta 
branch of the Canadian Bar Association on the Personal 
Property Act, Dower Act, Access to Digital Assets, and 
Adverse Possession. Counsel also remained engaged with 
stakeholders through regular virtual meetings to discuss 
policy issues and options. ALRI consultations on our law 
reform projects generated over 1,200 responses from the 
general public, legal community, and stakeholders.

The Institute’s YouTube channel continued to grow this year 
with a total of 14 videos in its library. While the channel is 
still in its infancy, it did garner over 1,300 views for a total of 
29.8 hours of watch time. 

Videos on law reform projects can be found at ALRI’s 
YouTube channel at bit.ly/alriyoutube. 

ALRI has also uploaded all of its recent supplemental 
project documents and summaries to the publications 
library on its website.

All of ALRI’s reports and documents can be found at 
bit.ly/alrilibrary.
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status:
FINAL 
REPORT

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
SECURITY ACT

The Alberta Law Reform Institute recommended that Alberta’s Personal 
Property Security Act should be revised. These changes are needed to:

1. Align Alberta law with changes made in other Canadian common law 
jurisdictions;

2. Enhance business efficiency by eliminating costly and unnecessary 
requirements;

3. Take into account advances in electronic banking and 
information technology;

4. Advance predictability, certainty and transparency; and
5. Improve registry efficiency  

After publication of Personal Property Security Law, 
Report for Discussion 35, Professors Tamara Buckwold 
and Roderick Wood presented on the project to the 
Alberta branch of the CBA. After further consultation 
with stakeholders, ALRI published Personal Property 
Security Law, Final Report 116 in September 2021.
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status:
FINAL 
REPORT

FAMILY MAINTENANCE & 
SUPPORT FROM THE ESTATE 
OF A PERSON WHO STOOD 
IN THE PLACE OF A  PARENT

ALRI has reviewed the Wills and Succession Act [WSA] to determine if the statute’s 
family maintenance and support provisions continue to address appropriate policy 
outcomes for minor children.

In particular, ALRI reviewed the WSA to see if the estates of persons who stood 
in the place of a parent ought to have an obligation to provide support for minor 
children in appropriate circumstances. Our review canvased policy considerations 
including demographic data, the needs of families, the wishes of testators, and 
legal principles relevant to children and estates. 

After a thorough consultation in the previous reporting period, ALRI published 
Family Maintenance and Support from the Estate of a Person Who Stood in 
the Place of a Parent, Final Report 117 in January 2022. 
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status:
CONSULTATION

The Dower Act is a law that protects the property 
interests of a married person if the couple’s home 
is legally owned solely by one spouse. It applies to 
the “homestead”, which means the house and some 
attached land where the owner spouse lived during 
the marriage. The Dower Act hasn’t been updated 
significantly since 1948 and may not be providing 
appropriate protection for vulnerable people.

ALRI hosted three presentations to various sections 
of the Alberta branch of the CBA. ALRI Counsel also 
met with stakeholders such as the Alberta Real 
Estate Association to discuss reform of the Dower 
Act. Discussions were fruitful and helped to inform 
public consultations eventually leading to over 800 
responses.

Dower Act: Consent to Disposition, Report for 
Discussion 36 and Dower Act: Life Estate, Report for 
Discussion 37 were published in November 2021. A 
final report is scheduled to be published in 2022. 

DOWER ACT

14



status:
CONSULTATION

ACCESS TO DIGITAL ASSETS 
BY FIDUCIARIES

Individuals are increasingly storing their important personal 
information and other digital property online within the servers 
of large American companies such as Google, Facebook, and 
Apple. These “digital assets” can be anything from precious 
family photos and records to sensitive financial and legal 
information. 

What Canadians don’t realize is that outdated laws govern who 
can access those assets after the owner dies or loses capacity. 
Even with all the necessary documents proving a person’s legal 
right to another’s digital assets, accessing the information is still 
a long and expensive court process. ALRI made Access to 
Digital Assets an official law reform project this year. 

ALRI Counsel presented on the topic to the 
CBA and conducted an online consultation 
receiving over 400 responses. Policy 
options are being developed with a 
Final Report expected in 2022.
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status:
RESEARCH
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ELECTRONIC WILLS

The COVID-19 pandemic created many difficulties for individuals 
needing to meet or attend appointments that required their physical 
presence. This was doubly pronounced for those urgently needing 
to change or plan their wills. Many of these individuals were from 
subsets of the population who were at most risk for severe health 
outcomes. 

ALRI made Electronic Wills an official law reform project this 
year and is currently in the first stage of research.
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2021-2022
Presentations, 
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In 2021-2022 , Institute funding was committed from the 
following sources: 

Alberta Law Foundation   $835,000
Alberta Justice & Solicitor General  $185,000
University of Alberta   $60,000

Traditionally, the majority of ALRI’s funding has come from 
the Alberta Law Foundation with another substantial portion 
coming from Alberta Justice & Solicitor General. Office 
space and services in kind are provided by the University of 
Alberta and University of Calgary. 

Further information on our funding, additional revenue, 
expenses and assets is set out in the financial statements.

ALBERTA LAW FOUNDATION

ALBERTA JUSTICE & SOLICITOR GENERAL

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
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To h  M mb rs of Alb r a Law R form Ins u  

inion 

 hav  au  h  nanc al s a m n s of Alb r a Law R form Ins u  ( h  Ins u )  wh ch com r s  h  
s a m n  of nanc al os on as a  March 31,  an  h  s a m n s of r v nu s an  x n ur s  chang s n 
n  ass s an  cash ows for h  y ar h n n  an  no s o h  nanc al s a m n s  nclu ng a summary of 
s gn fican  accoun ng ol c s  

In our o n on  h  accom any ng nanc al s a m n s r s n  fa rly  n all ma r al r s c s  h  financ al os on 
of h  Ins u  as a  March 31   an  h  r sul s of s o ra ons an  cash ows for h  y ar h n n  n 
accor anc  w h Cana an accoun ng s an ar s for no -for- rofi  organ za ons  

i  o  inion 

 con uc  our au  n accor anc  w h Cana an g n rally acc  au ng s an ar s  Our r s ons b l s 
un r hos  s an ar s ar  fur h r scr b  n h  udito  e on i i itie  o  t e udit o  t e in nci  

t te ent  s c on of our r or   ar  n n n  of h  Ins u  n accor anc  w h h cal r u r m n s ha  
ar  r l van  o our au  of h  financ al s a m n s n Cana a  an  w  hav  fulfill  our o h r h cal 
r s ons b l s n accor anc  w h h s  r u r m n s.  b l v  ha  h  au  v nc  w  hav  ob a n  s 
su c n  an  a ro r a  o rov  a bas s for our o n on  

t e  n o tion 

Manag m n  s r s ons bl  for h  o h r nforma on. Th  o h r nforma on com r s s h  nforma on  o h r han 
h  financ al s a m n s an  our au or s r or  h r on  n h  Annual R or  Th  Annual R or  s x c  o 

b  ma  ava labl  o us a r h  a  of h s au or s r or  

Our o n on on h  financ al s a m n s o s no  cov r h  o h r nforma on an  w  o no  x r ss any form of 
assuranc  conclus on h r on  

In conn c on w h our au  of h  financ al s a m n s  our r s ons b l y s o r a  h  o h r nforma on 
n fi  abov  wh n  b com s ava labl  an  n o ng so  cons r wh h r h  o h r nforma on s ma r ally 

ncons s n  w h h  financ al s a m n s or our nowl g  ob a n  n h  au  or o h rw s  a ars o b  
ma r ally m ss a . 

h n w  r a  h  Annual R or  f w  conclu  ha  h r  s a ma r al m ss a m n  h r n  w  ar  r u r  o 
commun ca  h  ma r o hos  charg  w h gov rnanc  

e on i i itie  o  n e ent nd o e ed it  o e nce o  t e in nci  t te ent  

Manag m n  s r s ons bl  for h  r ara on an  fa r r s n a on of h  financ al s a m n s n accor anc  w h 
Cana an accoun ng s an ar s for no -for- rofi  organ za ons  an  for such n rnal con rol as manag m n  

rm n s s n c ssary o nabl  h  r ara on of financ al s a m n s ha  ar  fr  from ma r al m ss a m n  
wh h r u  o frau  or rror. 

(continue ) 

.. 
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In n nt Au tor s R ort to th  M mb rs of Alb rta Law R form Inst tut  (co ti ued) 

In r ar ng th  financ al stat m nts  manag m nt s r s ons bl  for ass ss ng th  Inst tut s ab l ty to cont nu  as 
a go ng conc rn  sclos ng  as a l cabl  matt rs r lat  to go ng conc rn an  us ng th  go ng conc rn bas s of 
account ng unl ss manag m nt th r nt n s to l u at  th  Inst tut  or to c as  o rat ons  or has no r al st c 
alt rnat v  but to o so. 

Thos  charg  w th gov rnanc  ar  r s ons bl  for ov rs ng th  Inst tut s nanc al r ort ng roc ss. 

udito  e o i i itie  o  t e udit o  t e i ci  t te e t  

Our ob ct v s ar  to obta n r asonabl  assuranc  about wh th r th  financ al stat m nts as a whol  ar  fr  from 
mat r al m sstat m nt  wh th r u  to frau  or rror  an  to ssu  an au tor s r ort that nclu s our o n on  
R asonabl  assuranc  s a h gh l v l of assuranc  but s not a guarant  that an au t con uct  n accor anc  
w th Cana an g n rally acc t  au t ng stan ar s w ll always t ct a mat r al m sstat m nt wh n t x sts  
M sstat m nts can ar s  from frau  or rror an  ar  cons r  mat r al  n v ually or n th  aggr gat  th y 
coul  r asonably b  x ct  to n u nc  th  conom c c s ons of us rs ta n on th  bas s of th s  financ al 
stat m nts. As art of an au t n accor anc  w th Cana an g n rally acc t  au t ng stan ar s  w  x rc s  
rof ss onal u gm nt an  ma nta n rof ss onal s t c sm throughout th  au t   also  

• I nt  an  ass ss th  r s s of mat r al m sstat m nt of th  nanc al stat m nts  wh th r u  to frau  or 
rror  s gn an  rform au t roc ur s r s ons v  to thos  r s s  an  obta n au t v nc  that s 

su c nt an  a ro r at  to rov  a bas s for our o n on. Th  r s  of not t ct ng a mat r al m sstat m nt 
r sult ng from frau  s h gh r than for on  r sult ng from rror  as frau  may nvolv  collus on  forg ry  
nt nt onal om ss ons  m sr r s ntat ons  or th  ov rr  of nt rnal control. 

• Obta n an un rstan ng of nt al control r l vant to th  au t n or r to s gn au t roc ur s that ar  
a ro r at  n th  c rcumstanc s  but not for th  ur os  of x r ss ng an o n on on th  ct v n ss of th  
Inst tut s nt rnal control. 

• valuat  th  a ro r at n ss of account ng ol c s us  an  th  r asonabl n ss of account ng st mat s an  
r lat  sclosur s ma  by manag m nt. 

• Conclu  on th  a ro r at n ss of manag m nt s us  of th  go ng conc rn bas s of account ng an  bas  on 
th  au t v nc  obta n  wh th r a mat r al unc rta nty x sts r lat  to v nts or con t ons that may cast 
s gn ficant oubt on th  Inst tut s ab l ty to cont nu  as a go ng conc rn  If w  conclu  that a mat r al 
unc rta nty x sts  w  ar  r u r  to raw att nt on n our au tor s r ort to th  r lat  sclosur s n th  
financ al stat m nts or  f such sclosur s ar  na uat  to mo  our o n on  Our conclus ons ar  bas  
on th  au t v nc  obta n  u  to th  at  of our au tor s r ort. ow v r  futur  v nts or con t ons 
may caus  th  Inst tut  to c as  to cont nu  as a go ng conc rn  

• valuat  th  ov rall r s ntat on  structur  an  cont nt of th  financ al stat m nts  nclu ng th  sclosur s  
an  wh th r th  financ al stat m nts r r s nt th  un rly ng transact ons an  v nts n a mann r that 
ach v s fa r r s ntat on. 

 commun cat  w th thos  charg  w th gov rnanc  r gar ng  among oth r matt rs  th  lann  sco  an  
t m ng of th  au t an  s gn ficant au t n ngs  nclu ng any s gn ficant c nc s n nt rnal control that w  

nt  ur ng our au t. 

monton  Alb rta 
Jun    

Chart r  Prof ss onal Accountants 
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ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE 

Statement of Financial Position 

March 31, 2022 

2022 2021 

ASSETS 

CURRENT 
Cash $ 480,323 $ 599,325 

Restricted cash (Note 4) 8,635 91,121 

Accounts receivable 4 186 

493,144 690,446 

EQUIPMENT (Note 5) 10,719 11,897 

INVESTMENTS (Note 6) 

$ 1,908,998 $ 2,126,157 

LIABILITIES 

CURRENT 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 314,166 $ 333,072 

Grant funding repayable 60,416 57,452 

Deferred contributions (Note 4) 91,121 

481,645 

NET ASSETS 

Invested in equipment 10,719 11,897 

Restricted- special reserve (orderly wind down) fund (Note 7) 1,177,513 

Reserve fund (board discretion) (Note 8) 381,376 

Restricted reserve fund (Note 9) 1,447,241 
Unrestricted 67,821 73,726 

$ 1,908,998 $ 2,126, 157 

3 
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   3 ,  

2022 2021 

N  
Grants ote ) $ ,025,975 $ 1,344,158 
Investment ncome (loss) ote ) (7,059) 174,572 
Other ncome 536 533 

1,51 ,263 

N  
Amort zat on 4,052 4,421 
Aud t 3, 25 13,000 

an  charges 473 264 
ommun cat on ,734 82 
onsultat on 6,963 13,440 

E u ment rental 2,840 2,83  
Informat on technology su ort 6,489 6,314 
Insurance 4,280 3, 61 
Investment management fees , 05 ,207 
L brary 98  66 
Membersh s, dues and subscr t ons ,564 13,400 
Pr nt ng and co y ng ,752 1,431 
Profess onal deve o ment 3,39  7,626 
Salar es and bene ts ,049,765 1,211,358 
Su l es and mater als 6,587 8,803 
Tele hone and fax 6,360 6,660 
Travel (sta  8 7 38 

1,304,710 

 N   N   N  $ $ 214,553 
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 o      

   3   

Excess Transfer to 
( efic ency) o  eferre  

202  revenue over Interfun  contr bu ons 2022 
alance transfers ala e 

Investe  n e u ment $ ,8 7 $ (4,052) $ 2,874 $  10, 1  
Restr cte  - s ec al reserve 
(or erly w n  own) fun  , 77,5 3 ( , 77,5 3) 
Reserve fun  (boar  

scret on) 38 ,376 (38 ,376) 
Restr cte  reserve fun  (30,450) ,477,6  1,44 ,241 
Unrestr cte  73,726 78,324 

$ ,644,5 2 $ $ $  1 525, 81 
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ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE 

Stat m nt o  ash Flo s 

Y ar End d March 31   

0  202  

N   
Excess (defic enc ) of reven e over ex enses $ (11 8 6) $ 2 4 553 
I ems no  a ec ng cash  

Amor za on 4 05  4,421 
Unreal zed oss (ga n) on nves men s 113 0 4 (103,348) 
Rea zed loss (ga n) on nves men s 7  

116,605 

Changes n non-cash wor ng ca a  
Acco n s rece vable (4 186) 
Acco n s a able and accr ed l ab l es (18 0 ) 208 784 
Gran  fund ng re a ab e 64 3,605 
Deferred con r b ons 78,3 0 

Cash ow from ( sed b ) o era ng ac v es 

N N   
P rchase of e men  ( 8 5) (4 748) 
P rchase of nves men s ( 40 114) (684,23 ) 
Proceeds on d s osa  of nves men s 621,700 

Cash ow sed b  nves ng ac v es 

N   N   ( 01 488) 340,0 7 

Cash - beg nn ng of ear 

N    $ 488 58 $ 6 0,446 

 N   
Cash $ 480 3 3 $ 5 325 
Res r c ed cash 8 635 ,12  

$ 488 58 $ 6 0,446 
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ALBERTA LAW REFORM NST TUTE 

Not s to Financia  Stat m nts 

. PU OSE OF ORGANI ATION 

Y ar End d March 31   

The Alberta Law Reform Inst tute was establ shed n  by the Attorney General of Alberta, the Governors 
of the Un vers ty of Alberta and the Law Soc ety of Alberta  

The ob ect ves of the Inst tute are  
(a) the cons derat on of matters of law reform w th a v ew to ro os n  to the a ro r ate author ty the 

means by wh ch laws of Alberta may be made more useful and e ect ve  and 
(b) the re arat on of ro osals for law reform n Alberta, w th res ect to both the substant ve law and 

the adm n strat on of ust ce. 

As a not-for- rofit or an zat on, the Inst tute s not sub ect to taxat on. 

2. SU ARY OF SIGNIFIC NT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

as s of 

The nanc al statements were re ared n accordance w th Canad an account n  standards for not-for- rofit 
or an zat ons (ASNPO)  

Measurement 

The re arat on of financ al statements n conform ty w th Canad an account n  standards for not-for- rofit 
or an zat ons re u res mana ement to ma e est mates and assum t ons that a ect the re orted amount of 
assets and l ab l t es, d sclosure of cont n ent assets and l ab l t es at the date of the financ al statements and 
the re orted amounts of revenues and ex enses dur n  the er od. The CO ID-  andem c has ncreased 
the challen es assoc ated w th th s est mat on rocess  Est mates are er od cally rev ewed and any 
ad ustments necessary are re orted n earn n s n the er od n wh ch they become nown. Actual results 
could d er from these est mates  

Est ma es made by mana ement nclude  

• The assessment of the refundable ort on of Alberta Law Foundat on rant revenue  

• The assessment of the useful l ves of ca tal assets. Th s assessment has an m act on the amort zat on 
and net boo  value of the assets recorded n the financ al statements. 

F nanc al nstruments 

Measurement 

The Inst tute n t ally measures ts financ al assets and l ab l t es at fa r value, exce t for certa n non-arm s 
len th transact ons  The ent ty subse uently measures all ts financ al assets and financ al l ab l t es at 
amort zed cost, exce t for nvestments n e u ty nstruments that are uoted n an act ve mar et, wh ch are 
measured at fa r value. Chan es n fa r value are reco n zed n excess of revenue over ex enses. 

F nanc al assets measured at amort zed cost nclude cash, restr cted cash, and accounts rece vable. F nanc al 
l ab l t es measured at amort zed cost nclude accounts ayable and accrued l ab l t es and rant fund n  
re ayable. 

F nanc al assets measured at fa r mar et value nclude ooled nvestment funds. 

(cont nue ) 
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ALBERTA LAW RE ORM INSTITUTE 

Not s to nanc al Stat m nts 

Y ar End d March 31  2022 

2. S ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Im airm nt 

Financial ass ts m asur d at cost ar  t st d or im airm nt wh n th r  ar  indicators o  im airm nt. Th  
amount o  th  writ -down is r cogniz d in xc ss o  r nu  o r x ns s. Th  r iously r co iz d 
im airm nt loss may b  r rs d to th  xt nt o  th  im ro m nt, dir ctly or by ad usting th  allowanc  
account, ro id d it is no gr at r than th  amount that would ha  b n r ort d at th  dat  o  th  r rsa  
had th  im airm nt not b n r cogniz d r iously. Th  amount o  th  r rsal is r cogniz d in xc ss o  
r nu  o r x ns s. 

Transaction costs 

Th  Institut  r co iz s its transaction costs in xc ss o  r nu  o r x ns s in th  riod incurr d. 
ow r, financia  instrum nts that will not b  subs u nt y m asur d at air alu  ar  ad ust d by th  

transaction costs that ar  dir ctly attributabl  to th ir origination, issuanc  or assum tion. 

Cash 

Cash includ s cash h d with ban s. Cash sub ct to r strictions that r nt its us  or curr nt ur os s is 
includ d in r strict d cash (s  Not  ). 

E ui m nt is stat d at cost l ss accumulat d amortization and is amortiz d o r its stimat d us ful li  at th  
ollowing rat s and m thods  

Com ut r 
O c  furnitur  and ui m nt 

Co ctions 

30% d clining balanc  m thod 
20% d clining balanc  m thod 

Th  Institut  maintains a ibrary o  r s arch mat rial and ub ications  Coll ctions ar  x ns d on 
ac uisition. 

R nu  

Th  Institut  ollows th  d rral m thod o  accounting or contributions. 

R strict d contributions ar  r cogniz d as r nu  in th  y ar in which th  r lat d x ns s ar  incurr d. 
Unr strict d contributions ar  r cogniz d as r nu  wh n r c i d or r c i abl  i  th  amount to b  r c i d 
can b  r asonab y stimat d and co l ction is r asonably assur d. Endowm nt contributions ar  r cogniz d as 
dir ct incr as s in n t ass ts. 

R strict d in stm nt incom  is r cogniz d as r nu  in th  y ar in which th  r lat d x ns s ar  incurr d. 
Unr strict d in stm nt incom  is r cogniz d as r nu  wh n a d. 

Contribut d s r ic s 

olunt rs contribut  a significant amount o  th ir tim  ach y ar. caus  o  th  difficu ty in d t rmining 
air a u , contribut d s r ic s ar  not r cogniz d in th  financia  stat m nts. 
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ALBERTA LAW EFORM NST T TE 

Not s to F nanc al Stat m nts 

ar End d March 31, 2022 

3. FINANC AL INS RUMEN S 

4. 

h  I s u  s x os  o va ous s s h ough s a c al s um s  h  follow g a alys s ov s 
fo ma o  abou  h  I s u s s  x osu  a  co c a o  as of Ma ch 31  2022. 

L u y s  

L u y s  s h  s  ha  a  y w ll cou  cul y  m g obl ga o s assoc a  w h 
fi a c al l ab l s. h  I s u  s x os  o h s s  ma ly  s c  of s c  of fu s from s 
g a  ov s a  from obl ga o s assoc a  w h s accou s ayabl  a  acc u  l ab l s. 

Ma  s  

Ma  s  f s o h  s  ha  h  fa  valu  of fi a c al s um s o  fu u  cash ows assoc a  
w h h  s um s w ll uc ua  b caus  of cha g s  ma  c s (o h  ha  hos  a s g from 
cu cy s  o  s  a  s ), wh h  hos  cha g s a  caus  by fac o s s c fic o h  v ual 

s um  o  s ssu  o  fac o s a c g all s m la  s um s a   h  ma . 

h  s u  s x os  o ma  s  from s v s m   ool  v s m  fu s. h  ool  
v s m  fu s a  co  a  ma  valu  a  Ma ch 31  2022. h s  v s m s a  sub c  o 

vola l y  h  fi a c al ma s. R s  a  vola l y of v s m  u s a  m ga  h ough 
v s fica o  of v s m s. 

Cu cy s  

Cu cy s  s h  s  o h  s u s a gs ha  a s  from uc ua o s of fo g  xcha g  a s 
a  h  g  of vola l y of h s  a s. h  I s u  s x os  o fo g  cu cy xcha g  s  o  

v s m s h l   U.S. olla s  h  s u  o s o  us  va v  s um s o uc  s x osu  o 
fo g  cu cy s  

RES RIC ED CAS   DEFE ED CON R U IONS 

o u  o  e e e  o bu o  
O g bala c  
Ex s s 

a sf s from u s c  fu  
D f  co bu o s co z  as v u  
G a  c v  fo  subs u  y a  

e e e  o bu o  a e o e  o  
Fu s s c  fo  s a  of ss o al uca o  
2021 2022 Alb a Jus c  a  Sol c o  G al G a  

0  

$ 1,1 1 
(3,3 1) 
5, 05 

(85,000) 

$ 8 635 

$ 8,635 

$ 8,635 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

2021 

6 88  
6 610) 
5 842 

85 000 

1 121 

6 121 
85 000 

1,121 
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ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE 

Not  to Financial Stat m nt  

Y ar End d March 3  2022 

5. E PMENT 

6. 

2022 
Accumulated Net book 

Cost amort zation value 

Com uter $ 16 1  $ 162 233  ,686 
O ce furniture and e ui ment 43 1 3 4 8  ,0  

$ 213 32 $ 2 2 313 $ 10 1  

2 2  
Accumulated Net boo  

Cost amort zat on value 

Com uter $ 167 44 $ 158 3  $ 8 5 
O ce furn ture and e u ment 43 113 3 321 3 7 2 

$ 21 157 $ 1 8 26  $ 11 8 7 

NVESTMENTS 

2022 2 21 

Pooled nvestment funds  1 405 1 5 $ 1 423 814 

n the r or year  nc uded in nvestments were amounts restricted for s ecial reserve (orderly wind down) of 
$ 177 746 .  During the year  all nvestments were transferred to the restricted reserve fund  

7. NET ASSETS - RESTR CTED - SPEC AL RESER E (O ERLY D DO N) F  

The s ec al reserve (orderly w nd down) fund rece ves revenue from sources other than o erat ng grants or 
ro ect grants. These funds are restr cted to rov de for an order y wind down and to meet contractua  

obl gat ons to sta  should the need arise  Dur ng the year  the s ec al reserve (orderly wind down) fund net 
assets were transferred to the restricted reserve fund  Refer to Note  for a descr t on of the restricted reserve 
fund. 

8. NET ASSETS - SER  F  ( OARD D SCR T ON) 

The nstitute has set aside unrestr cted sur luses as a cont ngency fund for future ex end tures  Dur ng the 
year  the reserve (board discretion) fund net assets were transferred to the restr cted reserve fund  Re er to 
Note  for a descr tion of the restr cted reserve fund  

. NET ASSETS - REST CTED RESER E 

The restr cted reserve fund rece ves revenue from unrestr cted sur luses and sources other than o erating 
grants or ro ect grants  The r mary ur ose of these funds is to rovide for an orderly w nd down and to 
meet contractual ob igat ons to sta , nclud ng severances, should the need arise. The oard has the 
discret on to a rove the use of restr cted reserve funds to wind down re u rements to stabi ze o erat ons in 
the event of fund ng var ations  
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ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE 

Not  to Financial Stat m nt  

Y ar End d March 3  2022 
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10. 

11. 

12. 

ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE 

Notes to Financial Statements 

Year Ended March 31, 2022 

GRANTS 

2022 2021 

Alberta Law Foundation - current year grant $ 835,000 $ 835,000 
Alberta Law Foundation - refundable portion of current grant (60,416) (57,452) 
Alberta Justice and Solicitor General 185,000 500,000 
University of Alberta 60,000 60,000 
Revenue from restricted contributions 3,391 6,610 
Uniform Law Conference of Canada 3 000 

$ 1,025,975 $ 1,344,158 

The Institute has beneficial relationships with the above noted organizations. 

INVESTMENT INCOME (LOSS) 

2022 2021 

Investment income - unrestricted fund $ $ 115 
Investment income - restricted reserve fund 91,325 
Investment income - reserve fund (board discretion) 11,566 
Investment income - restricted - special reserve (orderly wind 

down) fund 60,523 
Unrealized capital losses in restricted reserve fund (113,094) 
Unrealized capital gains in reserve fund (board discretion) 16,165 
Unrealized capital gains in restricted - special reserve (orderly 

wind down) fund 87,182 
Realized capital gains in restricted reserve fund 14,710 
Realized capital losses in reserve fund (board discretion) (153) 
Realized capital losses in restricted - special reserve (orderly 

wind down) fund 

$ $ 174,572 

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

The University of Alberta provided office facilities and services at a cost of $1 to the Institute under an 
agreement that expired March 31, 2022. At the date of the financial statements, an extension of the previous 
agreement is under negotiation. 

These transactions are in the normal course of operations and are measured at the exchange amount, which is 
the amount of consideration established and agreed to by the related parties. 

13. ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE 

The Institute receives 77% (2021 - 60%) of its revenue from Alberta Law Foundation, 17% (2021 - 36%) 
from Alberta Justice and Solicitor General, and 6% (2021 - 4%) from the University of Alberta. 
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The work of law reform would not be possible without the 
ongoing financial support of our key funders: 

•	 The Alberta Law Foundation 
•	 Alberta Justice & Solicitor General
•	 The University of Alberta 

Support in kind is also provided by: 

•	 The University of Alberta 
•	 The University of Calgary 

We have always contended that law reform is an interactive 
process. Our work would not be possible without the 
commitment of subject matter experts who volunteer their 
time to consultation and advisory groups. The contributions 
of the following organisations in keeping their members and 
stakeholders up-to-date on our work are much appreciated:  

•	 Law Society of Alberta 
•	 Canadian Bar Association, Alberta Branch 
•	 Legal Education Society of Alberta 

Finally, we would like to thank the judges, authors and social 
media users who refer to our reports in the course of their 
work.
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